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WASHINGTON. — Motor vehicle registrations in 1938 
| totaled 29,485,680, a decrease of .7 percent below the 1937 
figure, according to reports of state agencies to the U. S. 


Bureau of Public Roads. Registrations consisted of 25,261,649 
passenger vehicles and 4,224,031 trucks. These figures do not 


| include 109,761 federally-owned vehicles and 257,469 vehicles 


operated by states, counties, etc. One-third of the states re- 









From Mar. 9 to May 17 exactly 
19020 Champions have been built 
ad factory sales in the same pe- 
tod have been 17,520, deposes 
George Keller (right), who directs 
Sudebaker sales activities. 


II,IGURATIVELY speaking, the 
-/F conventional bottle of cham- 
ugne was smashed on the hood 
{the first-born of the new Stude- 
uker Champion at South Bend on 
tar, 25 so that come next week 
‘he brain child of Hoffman, Vance, 
Keller & Co. will be a little over 
tne weeks old as to production 
uta little over seven weeks old 
then it comes to distribution. 
which, naturally, makes one won- 
‘’t what’s been happening since 
Mar. 25 as to the Champion, | 
which shares with Mercury the | 
nor of being the only two new | 
ukes of automobiles to bust into | 
te industry for the 1939 meee | 
Tear, 
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GEORGE KELLER, therefore, | 
“as been put on the witness stand 
y the conductor and as vice- 
msident in charge of sales for 
‘tudebaker he doth solemnly 
wear and affirm that since the 
ficial birth Mar. 9 there have 
en 17,743 Champions built up to 
Vednesday night, May 17, while 
“tlory sales for the same period 
ave totaled 16,463, showing how 
moduction has been geared to 
les. On cross-examination it was 
‘Yought out through questioning 
‘the conductor that factory sales 
wt March were 5,576 and for 
pril 7,255. Considering that this 
“as the month after announce- 
‘ent, Keller felt that was a good 
“tt. But later returns show a 
lickening of pace, for, on the 
th of the present month, May, 
ought the count up to 17,520 
“lampions, 


‘tning at one-line capacity five 
~e half days a week. It 1s ex- 
‘ted that this production speed 


All along the plant has been | 


‘ll be maintained through June— | 


ported small increases in registration, while two-thirds re- 
CT eee aE 2 


Sloan Offers Plan 


Sees the end of the year was still the 


For Recovery; 


Need for Tax Cut. 


ported slight decreases. 


In spite of the decline in 
1938 the total registrations at 


| second highest in the history of 
the industry. The decline last year 
was the first break in the upward 


WASHINGTON.—Appearing be- | trend in registrations since 1933. 


fore the 
Economic Committee, which is in- 
vestigating investment trusts, Al- 
fred P. Sloan, board chairman of 
General Motors, offered a recovery 
plan at the hearing on Friday. He 
recommended the revamping of 
the federal tax structure by 
eliminating levies on capital gains 
and undistributed surplus corpora- 


tion profits as one of the stepping | 


stones to recovery, with its run- 


ning mate the balancing of the | 


national budget by reducing ex- | 
penditures rather than through | 
| First Ten in Registrations as 


increased taxes. 

Sloan felt President Roosevelt 
can restore prosperity to the na- 
tion by restoring confidence in 
putting idle money to work. 
Which, he said, “will mean a more 
forceful reiteration of the profit 

(See SLOAN, Page 11) 


FTC-GM Hearing 
On Ad Charges 
ConcludedinN.Y. 


NEW YORK.—Hearings on the 
Federal Trade Commission’s com- 
plaint against General Motors 
Corp, and the General Motors 
Sales Corp. were concluded here 





Frida before Trial Examiner 
an” 2. Keenan in the United 
States Court House. The two 


corporations are charged with 
false and misleading representa- 
tions in advertising the prices of 
automobiles. ; 
Attorneys for the companies 
Friday attacked the ee 
ernment witnesses aB prev! 
eecinae and insisted that the 
practices were discontinued before 
the complaint was issued July 16, 
1937. James M. Hammond, at- 
torney for the commission, main~ 
tained that advertising of the type 
to which the commission objects 
is still being sponsored by the 
companies. 
Specifically, the companies 





‘Continueg on Page 17, Col. 1) 






In This Issue 


eee ee cee cee eee Gee eee cee, cee ee mee eee me Gee eee ee cee eee ee eee eee eee oe ed 


ciming Events Page 4 
Prod, Through Service Page 10 
cequction This Week Page 13 
- Uneg Car Merchandising .... Page 14 
‘Who at Prices wae Page 15 


Me?” 


Page 


Fall 





charged with unfair competition 
and misleading consumers 
sponsoring advertisments 

ed 
aan that charges for 
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which | | 
f.o.b. prices of cars with- | 


glass and other | #4 
equipment! 


Temporary National At that time the depression of 1929 


| had just run its course, and total 
registrations were placed at 23,- 
843,591 units after having reached 
a peak of 26,545,281 in 1930 fol- 
lowing the boom selling year of 
1929. This meant that the market 
|had been broadened by close to 
| 3,000,000 units during that depres- 
| sion as the result of cars being 


(Continued on Page 11) 


The Top Ten 
PASSENGER CARS 


Reported in AN Today: 
1939 
Pos. Make i 
128,218—1 
113,875—2 
65,239—3 
40,908—4 
5— 53,958 Dodge 28,537—5 
6— 40,477 Pontiac 26,520—6 
I— 37,656 Olds. 24,718—7 
8— 19,475 Chrysler 13,221—8 
9— 15,481 Mercury mis 
10— 14,847 Nash 9,319—1 
Total All Makes 
709,952 512,861 


For complete standing of all 
makes, see page 13, this issue. 


1—168,990 Chev. 
2—129,014 Ford 
3—102,857 Plym. 
4— 55,498 Buick 
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‘costs to drive to either world’s fair. 





FROM ONE WORLD’S FAIR TO THE OTHER.—Here 
leave of the San Francisco Exposition as he sta 
driving a Studebaker Champion and will kee 


U.S. Counts Motor Vehicles 


1938 Registration Total 
29,485,690--.7% Under ’37| ToHonor Horner 





| Capital Dealers 


At Dinner May 24 


WASHINGTON. — Plans have 
been completed by the Washing- 
ton Automotive Trade Assn. for 
a testimonial dinner to be held 
on Wednesday, May 24 at the 
Mayflower hotel in honor of Stan- 
ley H. Horner, local Buick dealer, 
who was elected president of the 
National Automobile Dealers Assn. 
at the recent San Francisco con- 
vention. 


According to Benjamin Ouris- 
man, chairman of the committee 
in charge of arrangements, the 
dinner will be attended by a rep- 
resentative group of civic officials 
and automotive executives as well 
as by a large number of Horner’s 
friends, colleagues and associates. 
Many out-of-town guests are ex- 
pected, it was stated. Assisting 
Ourisman and J. M. Sanders, 
president of the WATA, in ar- 
ranging details of the dinner is R. 
J. Murphy, association manager. 

The principal address will be 
delivered by Alfred Reeves, vice- 
president and general manager of 
the Automobile Manufacturers 
Assn. The toastmaster will be 
George M. Slocum, publisher of 
Automotive News. 


N. Y. Withholds Action 
On Retail Sales Tax 


ALBANY.—Heading for ad- 
journment by the end of this week, 
leaders of the Republican majority 
in the New York state legislature 
here abandoned efforts to pass a 
proposed 2 percent retail sales tax 
at the current session after two 
last-minute conferences failed to 
develop sufficient party support for 
passage. Dropping of the proposed 
levy at this session, however, does 
not preclude future attempts to re- 
vive it, either at next year’s ses- 
sion or at a special session later 
this year. 


nr 


you see Luther Johnson, 
rted across the continent to the 
P accurate accounts of mileage, costs, 
The run is being conducted under A.A.A. 


MAY SALES RATE ENCOURAGING 


Total for Month 
Expected to Run 
On Par with April 


Output Pace Held Below 
Level of Previous Month; 
No Change Is Seen 


DETROIT. — Sales of new 
cars and trucks during the 
first 10 days have shown en- 
couraging gains over the first 
10 days of April this year 
although for the industry as a 
whole the current rate is not as 
high as had been anticipated. 
While many companies including 
Ford, Chevrolet, Packard, Nash, 
Buick, Cadillac-LaSalle and Stude- 
baker have reported good gains 
other companies report the cur- 
rent rate as about the same as 
April. 

Sales leaders in the industry 
feel that the current month will 
show a total comparable to the 
previous month unless a sharp 
improvement in weather should 
bring about a sudden burst of 
buying. Production for that reason 
is being held at a pace somewhat 
below the April level although the 
output this week was almost 10,- 
000 units above last week. Close 
to 5,000 units of this increase were 
attributed to Chevrolet alone. 

As this went to press the in- 
dustry still awaited the long de- 
ferred report of the Federal Trade 
Commission which last year under 
a resolution by Senator Gardner 
Withrow, conducted an investiga- 
tion of the industry and the re- 
lationship between the factories, 
their dealers and the public. This 
report was originally intended for 
release Apr. 13, but the date has 
been deferred from week to week. 
Just what FTC discovered in its 
study of the industry still remains 
to be seen but it is not felt that 
the issuance of its finding will 
have much bearing on the mar- 
ket for the remainder of this year. 

Current production rate is ex- 
pected to be maintained during 
the remainder of this month with 
= seasonal slackening during 
une. 








Studebaker test driver, taking official 
New York world’s fair. Johnson is 
etc., to tell the world what it 
supervision. 
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46,000,000 In Ist 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, SATURDAY, MAY 20, 1939 


Quarter 


Collected from 206 Levies 


CHICAGO.—Direct and hidden 
taxes paid by the public in its 
purchase of new passenger cars at 
retail during the 1939 first quarter 
totaled an estimated $46,000,000, a 
survey by the National Consumers 
Tax Commission states. 

The survey was based on an 
Automobile Manufacturers Assn. 
report of first quarter new pas- 
senger car sales totaling 622,785. 
The NCTC stated the estimated 
tax total involves 206 levies af- 
fecting the cost of manufacture 
and distribution of an automobile. 

The commission, a_ national 
women’s organization seeking, 
through local study groups in 4,- 
200 communities, to “arouse tax 
consciousness among women and 
to oppose consumer - penalizing 
taxes,” declared: 

“During the first three months 
this year, new car sales totaled an 
estimated $500,000,000. Of that 
amount, however, 9.4 percent went 
for taxes, most of which were not 
visible to the purchaser. 

“This hidden tax burden is the 
pyramid of levies against metal, 
rubber, leather and glass pro- 
ducers and manufacturers, against 
cotton and wool growers, cloth 


Roads Bureau 
Shifted Under 


Reorganization 


WASHINGTON. —On June 24 
the U. S. Bureau of Public Roads, 
in the Department of Agriculture 
since its creation, will become a 
part of a newly formed Federal 
Works Agency along with the 
Works Progress Administration, 
the Public Works Administration, 
the Public Buildings branch of the 
Procurement Division, the Build- 
ings Management branch of the 
National Park Service and the 
U. S. Housing: Authority. 


President Roosevelt’s reorgani- 
zation order of Apr. 25, creating 
the Federal Works and two other 
new agencies in the administrative 
set-up, was confirmed and made 
permanent on May 3 when the 
House of Representatives, by a 
vote of two to one, defeated a 
resolution of disapproval. 


In the future, the Bureau of 
Public Roads, renamed Public 
Roads Administration, will oper- 
ate under the direction of the head 
of the new agency, the Federal 
Works Administrator, instead of 
the secretary of agriculture. The 
present chief of the Bureau of 
Public Roads, Thomas H. MacDon- 
ald, will continue in charge with 
his title changed to commissioner 
of public roads. 





New Hampshire Roads 


CONCORD, N. H.—(UTPS).—Final 
approval has been given by the Sen- 
ate in the Legislature to a bill provid- 
ing for a $5,000,000 bond issue to be 
used for highway construction, recon- 
struction and maintenance, as well as 
reimbursement of towns for hurricane- 
flood damage. The measure provides 
that the bonds will be retired through 


manufacturers, railroads, automo- 
bile manufacturers and dealers. 
Unable to absorb their tax load, 
the businesses must pass on at 
least part of their taxes to the 
ultimate buyer.” 


The study, made public by Mrs. 
Melville Mucklestone, NCTC vice- 
president, at the commission’s 
headquarters in Chicago, said the 
Automobile Manufacturers Assn. 
report showed a 43.2 percent gain 
in new car sales over the first 
quarter figure for 1938. 


Hearing on Reo 
Reorganizaiion 


Plan Set May 22 


DETROIT.—A plan to reorgan- 
ize the Reo Motor Car Co., calling 
for a $2,000,000 loan to provide 
working capital, pay creditors and 
resume operations at the earliest 
possible moment, was filed in 
federal court this week by Byron 
L. Ballard, attorney for the trus- 
tee. 


William Henry Gallagher, at- 
torney for stockholders who now 
control the board of directors, 
asked Judge Arthur F. Lederle for 
more time to study the plan be- 
fore it was filed. 

Judge Lederle overruled the 
suggestion, however, and _ told 
Gallagher to file his objections in 
court in the usual manner. He set 
May 22 for a hearing, and ordered 
all amendments submitted before 
then. 

Ballard painted a picture of a 
prosperous future for Reo. He 
said that the plan contemplated 
manufacture of 8,600 trucks a 
year, to net $275,000 in profits. He 
said that production of 10,000 units 
would mean a profit of $566,000. 

Creditors would be paid from 
proceeds of liquidation of certain 
buildings, machinery and a deposit 
in a closed Lansing bank. 

The total amount claimed by 
creditors is more than $500,000. 
The plan calls for payment in full 
at once of creditors whose indi- 
vidual claims are less than $1,000. 


GMAC Takes Loan 
To Retire Bond Issue 


NEW YORK.— General Motors 
Acceptance Corp., has arranged to 
borrow $50,000,000 from a group 
of banks for five years at 1% per- 
cent annual interest and will use 
the loan to retire $50,000,000 of 3 
percent debentures due Aug. 1, 
1946, at the call price of 102%. 

The arrangement would leave 
GMAC, the financing company 
owned by General Motors Corp., 
with $50,000,000 of five-year 1%s 
and another $50,000,000 of 15-year 
3%s due Aug. 1, 1951, and callable 
at present at 10314. 


Winchester Honored 


NEWARK, N. J.—The directors of 
the New Jersey Motor Truck Assn. 
met at a dinner meeting in the Robert 
Treat Hotel here, May 11, to pay trib- 
ute to their former president, John F. 


continuance of the four-cent gasoline | Winchester, who retired after holding 


tax. 


office for five years. 
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. E. RALSTON spent Thursday conferring with G. R. Jones, Pacific regional 
aisles for Sidennsaee who arrived in Lansing Thursday from San Francisco 
to discuss summer sales plans on the Pacific Coast with Oldsmobile’s general 


salesmanager. 


A. Trevellyan, assistant general salesma 


Ralston; G. R. Jones; L. L. Johnson, 


above, taken in Ralston’s office, shows left to right: H. 
ao nager in charge of western sales; D. E. 
manager of organization and analysis. 









en Taxes Heap Burden on Car Sales(h 


PICKED AS PACEMAKER for the 27th annual Indianapolis Motor Speedway Race May 30, was this Buick selecteg 


by Chief Engineer Charles A. Chayne (seated at wheel). It is a Roadmaster convertible phaeton, 
horsepower valve-in-head straight eight engine. The car is a stock Buick model and is capable of speeds upward of 1m i 
miles an hour. Chayne will drive with T. E. (Pop) Myers, vice-president and general manager of the speedway, as , hi 


passenger. 









Promise of Job 
To Close a Sale, 
Costs Seller $357 


DETROIT.—A job provision 
clause written into an automobile 
sales contract won a judgment of 
$357.50 Wednesday for Ted Marc- 
zewski, of 6111 Leuschner Ave. 
Hamtramck. Judge L. Eugene 
Sharp of common pleas court, 
awarded the judgment against the 
Hupp Michigan Sales Corp., of 
3641 E. Milwaukee Ave. 

On Nov. 12, 1938, Marczewski 
signed the contract, which pro- 
vided that the order for a car was 
not to become effective unless his 
brother-in-law, Frank Olicki, 
were given a job in the Hupp fac- 
tory. 

The job never materialized. 
Meanwhile, Marczewski said, he 
had been allowed $250 for his old 
car and had paid $107 in cash and 
one contract payment. Robert 
Bruce, general manager of the 
sales corporation, denied that he 
had authorized William H. Smith, 
the salesman, to include the job 
provision clause in the contract. 


Syracuse Dealers 
To Hear Ingram 


On Wisconsin Law 


SYRACUSE, N. Y.— Senator 
Erle Ingram, father of the Wis- 
consin motor vehicle licensing law, 
will be the principal speaker at 
the annual dinner of the Syracuse 
Automobile Dealers Assn. in Ho- 
tel Syracuse on Thursday eve- 
ning, June 1. He will tell about the 
operation of the act. Frank Appel- 
gate of Racine, president of the 
Wisconsin Automotive Trades 
Assn., is also to speak. 

Attendance at the dinner is ex- 
pected to reach between 500 and 
600 including employes of the 
Syracuse dealers. Officers of the 
Empire State Automobile Dealers 
Assn., and many dealers from 
other New York state cities, are 
also expected to be present in or- 
der to learn about the Wisconsin 
licensing law. A. W. Chapin 
(Buick) is chairman of the dinner 
committee. 


Castles Heads Group 


For MADA Meeting 

ST. LOUIS.—J. M. Allton, presi- 
dent of the Missouri Automobile 
Dealers’ Assn., has appointed D. 
E. Castles, president of the West 
Side Buick Co. chairman of the 
entertainment and program com- 
mittee for the annual meeting of 
the association to be held here 
June 16. Castles has selected the 
following committee to assist him 
in arrangements for the first con- 
vention: W. H. Willcockson, vice- 


| 
| 


chairman; G. M. Berry, F. H. Ries- | 


meyer, L. M. Stewart, W. J. Ras- 
mussen, president of the Greater 
St. Louis Automotive Assn., Inc., 
J. A. Schlecht, secretary-manager 
of the association, all of St. Louis 
and J. E. Travis, St. Charles. 


Champion Run Seeks Data 
On Fair Trip Costs by Car 


SOUTH BEND.—How much 
does it cost to drive to either 
world’s fair? How many miles is 
it from where you are? How long 
will it take? Accurate answers 
to these questions are soon to 
be provided by Studebaker. 

As these lines were written a 
Studebaker Champion, driven by 
Luther Johnson, racing pilot, un- 
der the observation of the Amer- 
can Automobile Assn., was ap- 
proaching the New York world’s 
fair after a cross country trip from 
San Francisco’s Treasure Island. 
Johnson and his Champion, plus a 
companion and the official A.A.A. 
observer left: the Pacific Coast 
world’s fair last Tuesday morning. 
They expect to arrive at the New 
York exposition Saturday night 
(May 20). 

Following a two day visit in 
Manhattan’s “world of tomorrow” 
Johnson and his companions will 
drive the Champion back to San 
Francisco. 


A strict accounting of mileage, 
fuel costs, oil costs, driving time, 
and hotel and food costs have 
been kept on the trip eastward 
and will be kept for the return 
trip. When the round trip is com- 
pleted, the information upon the 
questions asked in the first para- 
graph will be publicized to the 
American motoring public by 
Studebaker. 

Thus, anybody living on or ad- 
jacent to America’s “main line” of 
travel across the continent will 
have available a clear idea of the 
expense of vacationing at either 
the east or the west world’s fair. 


Johnson and his companions fol- 
lowed closely to America’s “main 
line”. When they departed from 
San Francisco they were told to 


nomically as the ‘average Ameri- 
can family” would go if on a va- 
cation tour. They made overnight 
stops in Wendover, Utah; Kimball, 
Nebr.; Marshalltown, lIa.; and 
Oberlin, O. They spent the nights 
in modest hotels or good, clean 
tourist camps. They ate whole 
somely, but not extravagantly. 

The Champion, newcomer to the 
low priced field, was selected at 
random from Studebaker’s factory 
in Los Angeles by T. C. Pillsbury, 
official observer and contest judge 
of the A.A.A. Following it’s se- 
lection it was inspected and check- 
ed to determine whether it was a 
stock car in every respect and 
then sealed. All fuel and oil and 
repairs on the trip were added or 
executed under the official ob- 
server’s watchful eyes. 


Thus, the result of the round 
trip between the world’s fairs will 
have honest and accurate informa- 
tion upon the costs involved. 
These cost figures and other in- 
formation will be broadcast by 
Studebaker through magazines 
and newspapers. The information 
may also be obtained at any 
Studebaker dealer in the United 
States. 

It is believed that this is the 
first time an automotive manufac- 
turer has attempted to obtain and 
distribute this information for mo- 
tor car owners. 
and bus companies have deluged 
cost statistics on the public, but no 
other attempt has been made to 
let the average driver know “how 
much it costs and how long it 
takes”’. 


Million Dollar Road 





ST. LOUIS.—S. F. Wilson, district 
engineer of the Illinois State Highway 
Department, has announced plans 


a new $1,000,000 express highway to 


connect Belleville and East St. 


go eastward as directly and eco-! m 





REPRESENTATIVES OF several communication companies which are 
fleet owners were guests of W. K. Edmunds, manager of the Ford 
branch at Edgewater, N. J., and officials of the Ford Exposition at 
York World’s Fair. Luncheon was served in the executive lounge 
building, after which the visitors were driven over “The Road of 
one of the outstanding features of the exhibit. Among the guests h d 
were: T. C. Smith, A. F. Hess, Charles Baldwin, of the American Telephone ic fu 
Telegraph Co.; H. E. Irish, C. A. Merrill, C. S. Johnson, of the Western Moo 
Co.; G. M. Butts, A. A. McCook, A. D. Patten, F. C. Armstrong, 
head, John McLachan, of the New York Telephone Co.; H. 
| Radcliffe and H. M. Benham, of the New Jersey Bell Telephone Co. 
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By Mel Adams 

Staff Correspondent 
CAGO—The Chicago Auto- 
ile Trade Assn. this week re- 
qd a printed report on used 


» dealers of Cook county had a 
4 day supply of used cars on 
nd as compared with a 34 day 
gply on Apr. 1. A total of 216 
ers collaborated in furnishing 
wir figures on both sales and in- 
stories, Which revealed that 
si car sales of all models in 
\pril totaled 7,380 units, while in- 
atories stood at 9,006 units on 
May 1. 

Although the stocks of used cars 
My 1 and Apr. 1 compared fav- 
bly with the situation on Mar. 
when there was a 52-day supply 
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ay Inventories Top April, 


But Are Well Below March 


| 1938 models recorded a d:cline in 
sales as against inventor.es on a 
percentage basis. Sales in March 
were 47 percent and in April 
they were 44.3 percent, while in- 


s ventories rose from 58.5 percent 
ventories and sales _ for 
eo with it went a note of | on Apr. 1 to 59.3 percent on May 
ing to dealers in this area : 
» Samuel B. Sharpiro, general early Sales Inventory 
iw to the following effect: eg Units Pct. Units Pct. 
nager, } and Older 1,114 15.3% 725 81% 
Be ey ee culls | tae 337 «45% (368k 
rading carefu 5% 1% 
watch your t 8 Y | 1933 485 65% 528 5.87% 
this . i .. | 1934 677 92% 671 7.5% 
The cue for the admonition is | 1935 909 126% 979 10.8% 
a in a summary of the report | ey 13381 207% 2642 29.9% 
h shows that, as of May 1.) i935 480 64% 837 93% 


Buick May Sales 
Show Gain Over 
Last 10-Days April 


FLINT. — Buick new car sales 
during the first 10 days of May 
totaled 5,763 units for an increase 
of 55 percent over the same period 
a year ago, W. F. Hufstader, gen- 
ya sales manager, announced to- 

ay. 


ers 
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AMERICAN AIRLINES, Inc., this week placed in service a fleet of 14 new Cadillac and Packard limousines pur- 


chased at a cost of over $80,000, as passenger conveyances 
new Cadillacs, each seating 11 passengers and providing commodious compa 
King, district sales manager for the company. 


Chicago, according to L. W. 


in operation in Detroit, and the two Packards, 
Built to special design, the bodies on the 


Texas. 


O., and the bodies on the Packards by the Henney Body Co. at Freeport, Ill. 


Ford May Sales 


between airports and downtown ticket offices. 
. rtments for baggage, will be operated in 
Four of the other i ng = 
each seating eight passengers, will be in service a allas an . Wo 

Cadillacs wore manutactored by the Meteor Body Co., 


Eight of the 


in Pickwick, 


Chevrolet Tops 


tht Inhand, the fact that the trend in ia ' Fairs Stimulate Olds 

le d i ward caused The domestic deliveries, which ° ‘ ° 
a , tee eg its note of| Compared with 3,717 in the similar Show Sharp Gain Customer Driveaway Apr il Sales Rate 
hts faution. period of 1938, were also ahead of LANSING.—Two great 


The report calls special atten- 
on to the fact that 1936, 1937 and 





sales in the previous 10-day period 
of this year. 


Hufstader added that total sales 


Over April Lead 


DETROIT.—Retail sales of auto- 


world’s fairs, one in New York, 
the other in San Francisco, are 
contributing much to the grow- 


In Ist 10 Days May 


DETROIT.—Dealers’ retail sales 
of new Chevrolet cars and trucks 


of 1939 model Buicks since their mobiles, trucks and commercial ing popularity of Oldsmobile’s s first 10 da Ss of Ma 
: Packard Sales announcement last fall through ot ae is ae convenient customer-driveaway totaled 23,248 units, 7 increase 
. F M B t pr Mgt Epc meng May, it was announced Tuesday || Service, according to D. E. Ral- || of 1,505 over the corresponding 
yi ror ay es compares with a volume of 107,109 at the home offices of the Ford || Ston, general sales manager. period in April, and of 6,142 
ee . a ow ee oe Motor Co. at Dearborn. “While this method of taking || units, or 35.9 percent, over the 
i. Since Nov. 1937 | models. Sales in the first 10-day period|]| the delivery of a new Oldsmo- ||same 10 days last year. The an- 


DETROIT. — Following the in- 


Used car sales were also up 
sharply during the period ending 


of May were the largest for any 
comparable period since Septem- 


bile has always been popular 
with motorists in all parts of 


nouncement was made today at 
company headquarters here. 


nd jaguration of a new permanent/ way 10, a total of 11,416 units be- th try, these t Id- || Th iod brought Chevrolet’s 
ee , , ’ , and represented an in- e country, these two wor e period broug 
7 [atk ton 6 eaeinen a8 — ing moved and reducing the used cae “49 aaenamh over the|]| famous attractions have greatly || sales for the year to date to 291,- 


la- 


1100 to $300 in retail price May 1, 
liveries of Packard cars to cus- 
mers in the first 10 days of May 
mped to new high figures. In 
making this announcement, M. M. 
tlman, Packard president, said 
fliveries far exceeded those for 


car stocks in the hands of dealers 
to an approximate 28 days’ sup- 
ply. Used car sales in this period 
last year were only 8,268 units. 


GM Overseas Sales 


volume in the same period a year 
ago. Total sales for the year-to- 
date were 32 percent greater than 
in the corresponding period of 
1938. Mercury 8 sales in the first 
10 days of May were 30 percent 
greater than in the corresponding 


stimulated this convenient 
method,” said Ralston. “By ac- 
cepting their new car at the 
Oldsmobile factory in Lansing, 
Mich., buyers not only effect 
freight savings but they also 
have the opportunity of many 


765 units, the records indicate. 
This is 70,212 units more than had 
been sold at this time in 1938, the 
percentage of increase being 31.7. 

Used car sales in the first 10 
days of May were 46,663 units, the 
report showed. This represents a 


in- : : : = ° : : sight-seeing trips enroute to || gain of 5,172 units over the first 
y lik th 7 period of April. bs : 

tf ke period this year .| Declined for April | eric of Apri. were the|| thelr destinations,” ‘he added. ||10 days of April, and of 10,483 

e first 10 days of May, In very many cases, our own- || units over the first 10 days of May 


ion 


tlman said, “we delivered 2,102 
utomobiles. This was the largest 
ist 10-day period in deliveries of 
as to purchasers we have had 
mce November, 1937, our record 
les year of all time. On the 
wis of previous experience the 
ord deliveries for the first 10 
“ys of this month indicate that 
¢ will deliver more than 7,000 
atomobiles in May. 

‘In the first two weeks of May 
Ne received 4,027 orders from our 
istibutors. This figure exceeds 
ut total deliveries for approxi- 
ately the same period, clearly 
uicating a rapidly accelerating 
te of deliveries since our May 1 






NEW YORK.—Sales of General 
Motors cars and trucks to dealers 
in the overseas markets during 
April totaled 30,262 units, repre- 
senting a decrease of 8.2 percent 
from sales in April of last year. 

In the first four months of 1939, 
sales of 131,501 units represented 
an increase of 1.0 percent over 
sales in the first four months of 
1938. 

For the 12 months. through 
April, 1939, sales totaled 355,539 
units—a decrease of 4.5 percent 
from the volume in the 12 months 
ended Apr. 30, 1938. 

These figures include the prod- 
ucts of the corporation’s Ameri- 


greatest for any comparable period 
so far this year, and 28 percent 
better than in the corresponding 
period a year ago. 

The volume of used car and 
truck sales was the largest for any 
similar period since September, 
1937, and brought the total for the 
year to date close to the half mil- 
lion mark. The total for the 10- 
day period was even greater than 
the volume of sales of used units 
during the first 10 days of March, 
1938, which included National 
Used Car Exchange Week. 


Cadillae Sales 


ers explain, they plan to visit 
one or the other or both of the 
big world’s fairs. 


Nash May Sales 
65% Above 1938 


DETROIT.—Retail sales of new 
Nash cars in the United States dur- 
ing the first 10 days of May in- 
creased 63.5 percent over the com- 
parable period of last year, it was 
reported today by W. A. Blees, 
general sales manager. 

Sales during the period totaled 
1,609 units, as compared with 984 





a year ago. 

Chevrolet’s truck sales, for the 
year to date, have gained 32.8 
percent. Chevrolet is leading the 
field with 64,322 sales, as com- 
pared with 48,409 at this time one 
year ago. Extension of the truck 
line, and addition of cab-over- 
engine models, are credited as 
factors in the gain. 


Studebaker Sales 
In Canada Spurt 


WALKERVILLE, Ont.—In a 
special report released today, M. 
S. Brooks, president, the Stude- 


rict . : ‘d ° ° i i k Corp. of Canada, Ltd. 
tnouncement. It than| can, Canadian, English and Ger % units sold during the first 10 days | baker ’ ’ 
for buble that for as onus oo man factories sold outside the Up o4 o in First of May, 1938, Blees said. stated that factory sales of Stude- 


d yd 






tived in the previous two weeks.” 





United States and Canada. 

























































































ut on M 









w | RESIDENT with Madame Somoza, 

i ANASTASIO SOMOZA of Nicaragua, , 
an official visit to the General Motors exhibit at the New York World’s 
ay 11. His keenest interest was in the Pan 


American display, before 


10 Day Period May 


DETROIT.—Cadillac-LaSalle 
customer deliveries during the 
first 10 days of May scored a 54 
percent increase over the same 
period of a year ago, D. E. Ahrens, 
general sales manager, announced 
Saturday. 

“The encouraging fact about this 
report is that while we have con- 
sistently shown an improvement 
over 1938, the latest gain is con- 
siderably better than recent aver- 
ages,” Mr. Ahrens said. “April 
sales were only 25.5 percent ahead 
of a year ago while the increase 
on all 1939 Cadillac-LaSalles sold 
to date figures but 32.2 percent 
above 1938 volume.” 

With new car sales the first 10 
days of May included, Cadillac- 
LaSalle customer deliveries of 
1939 models now total 24,953 units 
against 18,864 in the October 1- 
May 10 span a year ago. 

Accompanying the bulge in new 
car sales, Mr. Ahrens reported 


Nash’s total sales since the first 
of the year, Blees pointed out, 
were 68 percent greater than the 
figure for the similar period of 
1938. New car sales from Jan. 1 
to May 10 totaled 20,690 units, 
against 12,278 units sold up to 
May 10 last year. 


baker passenger cars and trucks 
during the first 10 days of May 
were in excess of sales for all of 
May, 1938. 

Incoming orders from dealers 
are brisk and orders currently on 
hand are 510 percent ahead of the 
same date a year ago. 





MEMBERS OF the 1939 Dealer Advisory Council, U. 
shown in above photograph, held their spring meeting recently at the Los 


S. Tire Dealers Corp., 


he is triking relief map, with its impressive out- 

Mt of the in Aanesioan ianwar. aiees vivid evidence of the smapestance » 

mterican nations of a thoroughfare that, when completed, = Bag #4 

vittties of this hemisphere. At the left of the picture 1s Ronald aes = 

- [charge of World Horizons, General Motors Overseas exhibit, gad who con- 
‘ed the presidential party through the General Motors building. 





Angeles plant of United States Rubber Co. Reading from left to right: seated 
are, M. E. Thackston, Huntington, W. Va.; Charles S. Schwegman, Cincinnati, 


dealer used car stocks, already 
well below 1938 inventories, de- | 
clined further in the first 10 days | 
of May. 








O.; Roger S. Marshall, Santa Monica, Calif.; George L. Irvin jr., Winston- 
Salem, N. C.; and Irving Greenberg, Springfield, Mass. Standing, a P. Woehrle, 
St. Louis, Mo.; J. E. Richardson, Tyler, Tex.; Ted Shoup, Klamath Falls, Ore.; 
Ed. Owen, Cedar Rapids, Ia.; and Hugh J. Ahern, Chicago, Ill. 
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One sacred pledge we make our friends here 
and now. This publication, God willing and sv 
long as it is in our charge, will never champion 
the cause of any individual or any corporation 
which is not for the best interests of the automo- 
tive industry as a whole. Nor will its columns 
be used to spread gossip or inflame prejudice. 
It will confine itself to the upbuilding of the 
industry it is pledged to serve, wholly through 
the dissemination of NEWS whieh is timely, 
authentic and of value—(AN 6-10-1933). 
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Whose Customer is Who ? 


ca. past few years have witnessed a marked broadening 
of the gap between the car factory and the ultimate car 
buyer. Theoretically, this is as it should be and ultimately 
may work out to the advantage of all. This movement was 
not all of the factory’s choosing. Not many years ago many 
factories provided accessories, parts, financing arrangements, 
etc. for their customers. Let it be said that these were not 
provided altruistically, but for the factories’ profit. They did 
provide savings and protection for the car buyer. 

The price of this system was, however, that the dealer was 
more or less relegated to the position of agent rather than 
dealer. This factory paternalism, to too great an extent, had 
come to cover only the buyer while the dealer felt that the 
attitude toward him was that of a father toward a step-child. 
His cries of coercion, excessive paternalism and against other 
forms of dictation, which he claimed deprived him of his 
rights and forced competitive tactics detrimental to his in- 
terests, fell on receptive ears of government officials. 

As a result of the suggestions, commands and instructions 
from these officials, factories during the past few years have 
withdrawn farther and farther from the retail picture, leav- 
ing this branch more directly in the hands of dealers. Over 
a year ago we warned dealers that with their new freedom 
they also would inherit new responsibilities. 

To date we regret to report that dealers, as a whole, in our 
estimation, have not lived up to their responsibilities which 
this new freedom thrust upon them. Their dealings with the 
public are far from (shall we say?) savory. This is particu- 
larly true in our used car trading and in our methods of 
arriving at the ultimate price of the new car. 

While we do not applaud the previous attitude of factories 
toward dealers, their plan at least had the saving grace of 
“being in public interest.” And while the public will condone 
travesties of any kind so long as its interests apparently are 
protected it will not long countenance any program which, in 
its judgment, is contrary to its interests. Present conditions, 
are less in favor of the public than were the older methods. 

Dealers and factories then have but one fundamental in- 
terest at stake and that is to protect the interests of the ulti- 
mate buyer. In this their responsibility is equal and mutual 
and one cannot move effectively without the other. If they 
accept this responsibility, we can see no reason why both 
should not profit fairly and the customer win the protection 
he deserves. If they fail to do this the public may move, 
through political commission or otherwise, to gain protec- 
tion for itself. 


After The Trucks, What ? 


AST week Automotive News published a special 24-page 
edition in defense of highway transport. It is an interest- 
ing study in reaction to note the indifference with which this 
issue was received by makers, dealers and salesmen alike in 
the strictly passenger car branch of our industry. Just an- 
other gored ox was the attitude. 
This problem in our estimation is their problem, for likely 
their ox may be gored next. For years subtle propaganda has 
been used in an effort to impress upon the drivers’ mind that 
trucks on the highway are a hazard; that they hog the road, 
that they are a major cause of accidents. All restrictive truck 
legislation is based upon this plea for safety. 
This is smart, pitting the motorist against the trucker. But 
after trucks, what? Cannot the same tactics be turned against 


the car owner. 
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8 10— Hartford, Conn.—Charles Barr; 
Tom Phillipson; Louisville—A. W. Williams; Buffalo—Roger. c a. 







By GEORGE M. SLOCUM 
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MR. SLOAN In Washing- 
POINTS THE ton this week be- 
WAY fore an investigat- 
ing committee 
General Mortors’ Sloan had some 
pertinent things to say about the 
road to rapid recovery and how 
Uncle Sam’s Roosevelt could with 
a few well-aimed blows remove 
the present barricade. Mr. Sloan 
added some remarks about the 
automobile business and its future 
which should be interesting to ev- 
ery man dependent on this indus- 
try for his livelihood. 


% * * 


What Mr. Sloan is suggesting is 
first; that the capital gains and 
undistributed surplus corporation 
laws should be removed and sec- 
ond; that the budget ought to be 
balanced not by increased taxes but 
by reducing expenditures. He be- 
lieves that by these two major 
moves business would respond by 
opening new opportunities which 
would open new jobs for millions 
of our unemployed. Tritely he 
said, “I want to add another 
phrase to that which says ‘idle 
money, idle men, idle machines’, 
I want to add ‘idle opportuni- 
ties’!’ 
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* * * 


He disclosed, too, some inter- 
esting facts in that General Motors 
has in 18 years made a profit of 
$2,300,000,000 of which approxi- 
mately 80 percent has been dis- 
tributed to stockholders. He went 
on record as predicting that auto- 
mobile sales would increase and 
that far from being a saturated 
market there were millions of 
families still without automobiles 
in this country. 

k * * 


From what I gather in reading 
many commentaries there seems 
to be for the first time, a genuine 
desire not only in Washington but 
in business to get together and 
help push along genuine pros- 
perity. Most of us I think get dis- 
couraged sometimes with our form 
of government when we see that 
it is possible for political bias and 
intrigue to thwart the natural 
flow of business and by business, 
after all, we mean happiness for 
millions of our citizens. There is 
always a feeling abroad in the 
public mind that in a desire to 
discourage the administration 
which is in power there is a pos- 
sibility of holding back rather 







Time for Replacement 






In This Corner— 
‘Fair Trade Acts .....’ 


The views expressed in this column are those of our readers. 
Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence will 
be observed upon request. 










stupidly let our governors put 
rings in our noses and lead us 
around like sheep; continuously 
increasing their own number in 
almost geometrical progression for 
the producers to support. 

The recently published report of 
the Standard Oil Co. Indiana 
would almost indicate that the 
writer of the report had read the 
above quoted statement. The 





Price Maintenance 

Re your Editorial in “Automo- 
tive News”, May 6th, “Price Main- 
tenance”. 

First let me compliment you on 
this article—a step in the right 
direction. However, I might sug- 
gest that if you delve into the 
laws on the Statute Books in 
many states, you will find that 


than to let the party that is “in” 


get any credit for what might be 
construed as a prosperity. I am 
not one of those to believe that 


this is a fact, nor would I care to 


be one who did because that would 


completely discourage me with 

the fundamental 

two-party democracies. 
* + * 


If the “man from Mars” could 
look over the scene in the United 
States today he would be com- 
pletely at a loss to understand how 
in a great country, which has 
every natural source of wealth 
and prosperity, a great section of 
our people should be without so 
many things which would lead to 
their contentment amd happiness. 
A nationally known commentator 
says this in his bulletin this week: 
“Business blames the New Deal, 
and the New Deal blames business. 
Both charges appear to us to be 
right .. . half right!” Personally, 
I am hopeful that there are signs 
of appeasement in the air from 
both sides and that when the 
natural barriers for prosperity are 
broken down we will leap forward 
as we have not since 1929.—G.M.S. 





The 6th Annual Automotive 
News Almanac for 1939 is now 
actively “in the works.” It will 
be larger, more readable, contain 
many brand new features and 
printed for the first time on 
coated paper stock. Extra copies 
can be ordered in advance at $1.50 
each. Advertising forms will be 
closing from June 5th to 20th. 













principles of 


there are laws covering the deal- 
ers’ problems but the dealers them- 
selves are lacking in intestinal 
fortitude to have them enforced. 

I refen to the Fair Trades Act, 
which if enforced will cover the 
used car situation. This Act (in 
California) provides that no mer- 
chandise can be sold for less than 
actual cost. The enforcement of 
this Act will automatically control 
the used car problem, as no dealer 
who has any respect for the law 
and any other dealer who is ad- 
monished that the law will be en- 
forced will subject himself to the 
penalties of the Act by allowing 
(purchasing) a used car for more 
than he knows he can resell it for. 

Now in order to make the re- 
sults of this enforcement effective, 
it will be necessary for the manu- 
facturer to register with the Sec- 
retary of State the firm price on 
his various new models, which 
then would put the dealer subject 
to the penalties of the Act if he 
attempted to discount the price. 

If you would champion the en- 
forcement of these Acts, I am sure 
you could secure more concrete 
results than in any other way. 


Who Pays? 


“It is is the governed, not the 
governors who produce wealth.“ 
This statement was published in 
1808 and it’s so true that it would 
seem unnecessary to have publish- 
ed it then, and certainly ridiculous 
to repeat it now, except that the 
producers of wealth; farmers, 
laborers, merchants, manufactur- 
ers, bankers and allegedly learned 
professions; the governed; have 


statement shows that the company 
paid taxes in the amount of $14- 
660,860 and an illuminating foot- 
note is added as follows: “In ad- 
dition, excise taxes totaling $82- 
824,345 were collected and ac- 
counted for to governments, mak- 
ing the consumer’s tax Dill (the 
italics are mine) paid through this , 
company $97,485,205.” - 

But this is only the beginning, 
the points of real interest and im- 
portance are to follow. The com- 

p paid in wages and salaries 
$66,418,784; $31,066,421 less than 
the amount of taxes paid by con- 
sumers on the company’s — 
and property and on its products. 

The company employed sp 
imately 30,000 workers.—A. La 
rence Smith, Detroit. 


Coming Events 


MAY “ 
22-June 8—World Automotive Engi 
Congress (SAE)—New Yor 1 

22-26; Indianapolis, May ‘Fran 
troit, May 31-June 2; San 
cisco, June 6-8. 
JUNE —_— 
5- 6—Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 
vania Automotive Assn. Meeting 
AUGUST anal 
7-10—Chicago Navy Pier. r 
Automotive Accessories Exhibit 
OCTOBER 
12-21—London. International Autom? 
bile show. e , 
15-21—New York. National Automob ‘ 
show. opile ? 
25-Nov. 11 — Milan, Italy. Autom 


lon. 
_— NOVEMBER i 


3-11—Chicago. Automobile Show: 
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li Note How the 5 Pieces 
Fit Leading Cars! 


Although introduced just a few weeks ago, 
Samson Auto Luggage is already a huge 
success! Practically every dealer that has 
seen it has enthusiastically stocked it! And 
reorders are pouring in every day proving 
that auto owners want this new kind of 
luggage that’s styled, made, and priced 
just right. Every reorder we get means 
some dealer has just chalked up another 
40% on the profit side—and it should 
be you! 














You’re doing a fine job at the front of 
the car—selling heaters, radios, defrost- 
ers, clocks, etc.—and now you can fill the 
luggage compartment, too—at 4 40% profit! 









New Kind of Luggage 





Samson Auto Luggage is designed and 
constructed for auto travel, although it is 
just as smart and appropriate for any 
use. Each piece is made to fill a definite 
need of the motoring family—and all 5 
bags fit most cars perfectly. Streamlite 
in shape. Famous strong wood box con- 
struction covered with washable Enam- 
eled Duck and bound with extra tough 



















“overnight” necessities. (4 & 5) 







several weeks! 













looking ANY place. 














MAIL COUPON NOW! 


SAMSON AUTO LUGGAGE IN 5-PIECE SETS AT $49.95 RETAIL 
Choice of Maroon or Black Enameled Duck Covering 


Each set consists of: (1) large wardrobe case which opens flat and holds suits, dresses, 
coats, etc. wrinkle free. Has compartments for accessories. (2) Women’s wardrobe 
hanger case for dresses and accessories. (3) Men’s small case for 
Two identical overnight cases for 
women and children. Each of the 5 cases is beautifully lined and 
finished. Enough luggage for a family of four or five —for 


SAMSON PATENTED STREAMLITE SHAPE FITS 
BETTER— LOOKS BETTER! 


The diagram shows the difference between ordinary shape and 
Streamlite. Samson fits when other bags won’t. And it’s better 


Firm Name 
Address 
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ET YOUR SHARE OF THESE 
EW SALES AND PROFITS! 


“EASIEST MONEY WE'VE EVER MADE” Say New Car 
Dealers from Coast to Coast! 


FW Le 
AUTO LUGGAGE 


Elkhide Buck Leather for long service. 


Exclusive Construction 


Every piece is made with metal tongue 
and groove which eliminates dust or dirt 
reaching contents of bag. This amazing 
feature also interlocks the two halves pre- 
venting shifting, wracking and strain on 
hinges or locks. Patented drawbolt fast- 
eners prevent bags from accidentally 
opening even when unlocked. The pat- 
ented handles are guaranteed a lifetime! 


Now you can see why Samson Auto 
Luggage is a “natural” for new car dealers. 
It’s news! It brings luggage designed for 
wrinkle-free packing right where it be- 
longs—because over 90% of all interstate 
travel is by automobile! 5-piece sets retail 
at $49.95. Don’t wait for our 
salesman to call—ACT NOW! 
SHWAYDER BROTHERS, 
INC., Denver, Colorado; Detroit, 
Michigan. 


MAIL COUPON BELOW 
FOR TRIAL ORDER OR 


FURTHER DETAILS 








Detroit, Michigan 
Please send further information. 


Please ship the following sets of Samson Auto Luggage: ...... sets 
in Black. a 


utaee sets in Maroon, at $30 per set. 


for 2 er more sets. 





5 

















me Ce BU 


Big Travel Season Now Under Way... Every Car Owner 
A Prospect... And You Make A Neat 40% Profit! 


SELLING SAMSON AUTO LUGGAGE 
IS A “NATURAL”! 


@ No costly installation expenses! 


@ No non-profit service dept. tie-ups! 


@ Payment can be divided if car is sold 
on time payment plan! 


@ Every old customer a prospect, too! 
@ Backed by broad guarantee! 


@ When displayed, helps emphasize large 
luggage compartment! 





Designs Patented 

U. S. Patent Office 
Nos. 92869- 

1774949-1667567 
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FILL IN THIS COUPON FOR TRIAL ORDER—OR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


SHWAYDER BROS., INC., Dept. E-232 (Mail to nearest plant) 
Denver, Colorado 


Guarantee 


If, for any reason or 
no reason, you are not 
satisfied with this mer- 


within five days after 
its arrival and we will 
take it off your hands 


without a penny’s cost 





to you. 


Big Travel Season Now Under 
Way..Order By Mail Without Risk 
.. Or.. Get Further Information! 1 
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International Aircraft Standards Aim of Engineers 
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Foreign Delegates to WAEC 
Discuss Plan to New York 


NEW YORK.—Foreign aero- 
nautical experts, here to attend 
the World Automotive Engineer- 
ing Congress of the Society of 
Automotive Engineers, met Mon- 
day under the auspices of the 
American Standards Assn. to dis- 
cuss international standards for 
aircraft engines. Their delibera- 
tions with representatives of the 
American aircraft industry con- 
tinued through Wednesday, the 
topics under discussion were: air- 
craft-engine parts, aircraft parts 
and aircraft fuels. 

Arthur Nutt, vice-president in 
charge of engineering, Wright 
Aeronautical Corp., is chairman 
of the American industry com- 
mittee which is carrying out its 
work under the technical leader- 
ship of the Society of Automotive 
Engineers. 


Worldwide agreement on air- 
craft parts will alleviate the very 
serious problem which American 
manufacturers must face in serv- 
icing the engines and _ aircraft 
which they sell abroad. 


From the point of view of the 
public this international work will 
make airplane travel safer by 
tending to unify the safety reg- 
ulations of the various countries 
and providing a common ground 
for the exchange of experience. 

It will enable the airplane oper- 
ator who has crossed his own 
border, to get the more common 
supplies and replacement parts for 
his plane and to refill his tank 
with fuel that will not require 
readjustments of his engine. Thus 
this international work will facili- 
tate commercial air travel. 

In welcoming the group today 
Edmund A. Prentis, president of 
the American Standards Assn., 
and John A. C. Warner, general 
manager of the Society of Auto- 
motive Engineers, both pointed 
out the practical need for stand- 
ards of size and fit for airplane 
parts which had led the Ameri- 
can aeronautical industry to a de- 
cision to participate in interna- 
tional work in this field. 

“As sponsor for the American 
phases of this aeronautical stand- 
ardization project,” said Warner, 
“SAE sees a chance to produce 
results of an importance even 
greater than that which has ac- 
crued from its 20 years of steady 
work in the field of aeronautic 
standards.” 

The International Standards 
Assn. has for some time had a 
committee on aeronautics on 
which most of the European coun- 
tries are represented. Now, fol- 
lowing the recommendations of 


a conference of the American 
aeronautical industry held last 
February, the ASA has arranged 
for American participation in this 
international work. An American 
committee is already studying the 
findings of the ISA committee and 
putting forward suggestions on be- 
half of American industry. 

The following national organi- 
zations are taking part in the 
American phases of the work: 
Aeronautical Chamber of Com- 
merce, Air Transport Assn. of 
America, American Petroleum In- 
stitute, American Society for Test- 
ing Materials, Civil Aeronautics 
Authority, Co-operative Fuel Re- 
search, National Advisory Com- 
mittee on Aeronautics, Society of 
Automotive Engineers, U. S. 
Army, U. S. Navy. 

Present at the meeting today 
were: 

Arthur Nutt, chairman, Wright 
Aeronautical Corp.; P. G. Agnew, 
American Standards Assn.; C. F. 
Bona, Fiat Co., Italy; J. W. 
Broughton, National Research 
Council, Ottawa, Canada; Gilbert 
K. Brower, American Airlines, 
Inc.; R. S. Burnett, Society of 
Automotive Engineers; Gustaf 
Carvelli, Wright Aeronautical 
Corp.; John W. Dunn, Curtiss 
Wright Corp.; Robert E. Ellis, 
American Petroleum Institute; 
John Gaillard, American Stand- 
ards Assn. 

H. W. Goodinge, Society of Brit- 
ish Aircraft Constructors; T. J. 
Jervis, Isotta Fraschine Co., Milan, 
Italy; M. S. Kuhring, National Re- 
search Council, Ottawa, Canada; 
Frank Nixon, Bristol Aeroplane 
Co., London, Eng.; Edmund A. 
Prentis, American Standards 
Assn.; John B. Sanborn, Pratt & 
Whitney Aircraft; C. B. Veal, 
American Society for Testing Ma- 
terials; John A. C. Warner, So- 
ciety of Automotive Engineers, and 
T. P. Wright, Curtiss Wright Corp. 


Fruehauf Co. Enlarges 
New Orleans Factory 


NEW ORLEANS.—Enlargement 
of the Fruehauf Trailer Co. assem- 
bly plant here to supply trailers 
for Louisiana, Texas, Mississippi 
and Alabama, was announced by 
C. R. Robertson, branch manager. 

A present small plant will be 
increased by more than 35,000 
square feet and 250 additional men 
will be employed, the manager 
said. So far as possible, material 
and parts for the trailers made 
here will be obtained from nearby 
sources. The exact output for the 
plant was not indicated. 


French Delegates to WAEC 
Visit Detroit Car Plants 


DETROIT.—Delegates to the 
World Automotive Engineering 
Congress in New York next week 
from the Societe Des Ingenieurs 
De L’Automobile, France, arrived 
in Detroit Tuesday night for a 
tour of Detroit automobile plants. 

The group, headed by Henri A. 
Petit, president of the SIA-SAE 
and editor of La Technique Auto- 
mobile, will remain in Detroit un- 
til Saturday, when they will leave 
for New York. While here, the 
members of the party inspected 
the General Motors proving 
ground, the Rouge plant of the 
Ford Motor Co., the Chrysler 
Corp. factories, the Packard Motor 
Co. plant, the Gemmer Manufac- 
turing Co. and the Timken-Detroit 
Axle Co. 

Among those who greeted the 
party at the Michigan Central 
Station were Maxine Rainguet, 
French consul, and Detroit mem- 
bers of the SAE. 

The Detroit section of the SAE 
entertained the visitors Thursday 
night with a banquet at the Fort 
Shelby Hotel. 


Brownback, permanent delegate of 
the SIA in this country, and 
Jacques H. Legueu, general man- 
ager of the Carbon Lorraine Co., 
who joined the party this week. 

Distinguished among the dele- 
gates is a woman, Mme. J. Paul 
Levi, daughter of Charles B. 
Blum, president of the French 
Commercial Vehicles Union and 
manufacturer of automotive ve- 
hicles and trucks. Her husband, 
also a delegate, is general secre- 
tary of an automobile manufac- 
turing company. 

Personnel of the party consists 
of Henri A. Petit; J. Paul Levi 
and Mme. Levi; Xavier V. Mor- 
and, honorary treasurer of the 
SIA; Charles B. Brull, vice-presi- 
dent of the SIA; Maurice P. 
Berger, vice-president of the SIA; 
Andre A. Jouve, vice-president of 
the SIA propaganda committee; H. 
L. Brownback; Jean M. Broch- 
eriou, Jean M. Cotal, Charles M. 
Salusse, Pierre H. Morian, Marcel 
E. Salzmann, Antoine K. Spitzer, 
Jacques H. Legueu and Maurice 


In the party also are H. L.| A. Guitter. 





HIGHLIGHT OF the graduation week activities was a luncheon address de- 
livered by M. E. Coyle, general manager of Chevrolet, who congratulated the 
dealers’ sons on their successful completion of the eight-week training course. 
Left to right are James S. Leonard jr., of the Pensacola Buggy Works, Pen- 
sacola, Fla.; Harold C. Case, Hough Chevrolet Co., Fort Myers, Fla.; Coyle; 
Charles A. Hight, O. L. Hight Motor Co., Rome, Ga., and Neville H. Sumner, 


Sumner Chevrolet Co., Princeton, Ind. 





THREE GENERATIONS with Chevrolet! That’s the record of the Stuart fam- 
ily, shown here at the graduation banquét of the fifth post-graduates school of 
modern merchandising and management. Left is Charles E. Stuart, grandfather 
of graduate Charles J. Stuart (right). Center is E. W. Stuart, son and father. 
All three represent the Stuart Chevrolet Co., Chesaning, Mich. 





WHILE T. H. Keating, assistant general sales manager (left), and T. O. Mc- 


Laughlin, director and chief instructor, looked on, W. E. 


Holler, Chevrolet 


general sales manager and founder of the school, presented diplomas to the 
graduates of the fifth post-graduate school of modern merchandising and man- 
agement. Here John A. Hare, of W. Hare & Son, Inc., Noblesville, Ind., is re- 


ceiving his certificate. 


Reorganization 
Plan to Affect 
Road Building 


WASHINGTON. — At least one 
of President Roosevelt’s recom- 
mendations this week for stream- 
lining the federal government by 
regrouping many agencies, is of 
great potential importance to the 
motor world. It is the proposed 
transfer of the bureau of public 
roads from the agriculture depart- 
ment to the new federal works 
agency. 

This plan’s potentialities are ex- 
tensive because this bureau is the 
nation’s great highway builder, 
having supervision, through ad- 
ministration of the federal-aid act, 
over the construction of hundreds 
of millions of dollars’ worth of 
roads annually. Control of the 
bureau’s activities may very large- 
ly shape the course of the high- 
way development throughout the 
United States. 

Grouped with the bureau in the 
federal works agency will be the 
WPA and the PWA, now inde- 
pendent; the public buildings 
branch of the treasury’s procure- 
ment division; most of the build- 
ings branch of the national park 
service, now interior department; 
and the U. S. housing authority. 
Briefly, the new agency will be 
Uncle Sam’s construction arm. 

The President’s program, which 
has been acclaimed on Capitol Hill 
and will probably be adopted, pro- 
vides that the head of the new 
public roads administration shall 


be called commissioner of public 
roads and shall be appointed by 
the federal workers administrator. 









Chemists to Play 
Big Partin Design 
Of Car of Future 


NEW ORLEANS.—Th 
the automobile engine ane 
ands of automotive : 
engineers, ac- and chemical 
cording to J. B. 
Macauley jr., of 
Detroit, Chrysler 
Corp. engineer in 
charge of engine 
and fuel develop- 
ment and re- 
search, who spoke 
before the an- 
nual spring meet- 
ing of the Ameri- 
can Petroleum 
Institute here 
ooo a The 
itle of Macauley’s speech was 
“The Shape of Thing: to Come" 
_ The automobile and petroleum 
industries are “both engaged in 
one business—the business of sel]. 
ing individual transportation 
Neither automobiles nor gasoline 
alone, are salable products. It js 
only when they are combined in 
the consumer’s hands and become 
transportation that they become 
valuable,” Macauley stated. 
“The characteristics of the auto- 
motive engine of the future wil] 
depend,” he said, “on the answers 
that automotive and chemical 
engineers get to the fundamental 
problem now facing us—namely, 
how to develop fuels and design 
engines which together will result 
in the most efficient operation.” 
While the proceedings of the 
meeting were couched in terms 
scientific and largely unintelligible 
to laymen, they constitute a record 
of accomplishment in scientific in- 
dustrial effort and in_ research 
from which laymen directly bene- 
fit. Out of the discussions of im- 
proved methods for producing, re- 
fining and transporting oil ac- 
tivities of money-in-the-pocket 
significance to the consumer. 
Improvements in the operation 
of motor vehicles, for instance, 
through ease of starting, operation 
without “knocking,” and _avail- 
ability of greater power are 
among the direct results of re- 
search and experiment with mo- 
tor fuels. Another direct result. 
and possibly even more significant 
to the motorist, is a 50 percent 
reduction in the price at which 
motor fuel is retailed within the 
past 20 years. 


Weiss Re-elected 
TRENTON, N. J.—Frank A. Weiss of 





J. Macauley jr, 


Thomas H. MacDonald, present] the Hyatt Bearings Division of Gen- 
chief of the bureau, will probably | eral Motors Corp., Harrison, N. J., has 


be retained under the new title. 


been reelected vice president of the 
Manufacturers’ Association of N. J._ 


Chrysler Challenges NLRB 
To Settle Union Difference 


DETROIT.—Chrysler Corp. 
challenged the National Labor 
Relations Board to act as arbiter 
in the UAW-CIO and the Homer 
Martin-UAW battle for sole bar- 
gaining rights among 60,000 Chrys- 
ler employes. 

Through its attorney, Theodore 
R. Iserman, the corporation en- 
tered the following statement in 
the record: 

“We are vague as to how the 
board can claim jurisdiction as to 
the representation of our em- 
ployes. I have in my hand con- 
tracts between the corporation 
and the UAW which we have 
lived up to. 

“No one has said to us ‘We are 
not the UAW’ and claimed to rep- 
resent employes. They all come to 
us and say ‘we are the UAW’ and 
come under the contract. 

“Any question of representation 
was settled in Lansing in 1937 
with the head of this state in long 
and painstaking discussions. 

“Insofar as this proceeding 
brings about any difference in the 
representation to which the UAW 
is entitled by the contract, we ac- 
cept that as a breach of that con- 
tract. The Chrysler Corp. does not 


expect the NLRB to interfere with 
the validity of that contract.” 

Trial Examiner William 8. 
Ringer ordered the hearing to 
continue Wednesday after deny- 
ing three motions of similar 1 
tent by Edward N. Barnard, 4t- 
torney for the Martinites. 

Barnard asked dismissal of the 
proceedings on three counts: 

] The board lacks jurisdiction 

to designate a _ bargaining 
agency because one is already 
established by Chrysler-UAW 
contracts. 

The Chrysler Corp. is named 

a party to the dispute when 
actually the dispute 1s F 
tween the two union factions. 
3 The NLRB lacks jurisdiction 

to settle disputes betwee? 

two sets of employes, its func- 
tions being to settle employer 
employe disputes. 

Barnard held that the only ~~ 
tion involved is which is the — 
UAW, and therefore entitled 
the Chrysler contract, and ~ 
this question is now pending ' 
circuit court. ; t he 

Examiner Ringer said tha 
held “a contrary opinion. 
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12 out of 3 Buick buyers in New York 









al 
“ * 
: are readers of The New York Times 
1e 
iS 
‘ BUICK’S ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN in The New York Times last 
; year—more than 26,000 lines—reached two out of three actual pur- 
: chasers of new Buicks in New York City. 
* This is one of the significant facts established by an impartial 
‘ investigation conducted by the Recording and Statistical Corporation. 
4 Over 43,000 New Yorkers who bought new cars in 1938 were asked what 
e, newspapers they read and which they prefer. Their replies are an invalu- 
; able guide for automobile manufacturers on the quest for increased sales 
, and lower selling cost per car in New York. 
: Among the high points in the results, for example, are these facts: 
; l Two out of every three buyers of new Buicks say they read 
h The New York Times — 44 per cent more than read any 
; other newspaper. 
The Times is the first choice newspaper of more Buick buy- 

2 ers than any three other newspapers combined. 
’ Among the buyers of all makes of cars combined, as well as 

3 of Buick alone, The Times is by far the most widely read 

newspaper in New York City. 

) The reason for The Times supremacy, as reflected repeatedly in 


impartial surveys such as this, is quickly apparent —The Times offers 
automotive advertisers in New York the most effective combination of 
large volume and high quality of circulation. These two bulwarks of 
advertising strength reward extra advertising schedules in The Times 


with extra sales and extra profits. 


*K Questionnaires were sent to every individual buying a new car in New York City during 
the months of March, April, May. June, July. November and December, 1938, asking two 
things: which New York newspapers they read regularly, which ONE they prefer above all 
others. Of 43,000 questionnaires mailed out, approximately 25 per cent were returned. 


The New Work Times 


“ALL THE NEWS THAT'S FIT TO PRINT” 


GENERAL MOTORS BUILDING © DETROIT © MADISON 3880 





BE SURE TO READ THE NEW YORK TIMES EVERY DAY TOU PE IN NEW YORK FOR THE WORLD'S FAIR. ITS ADVERTISING COLUMNS WILL GUIDE YOU TO THE THINGS YOU WANT TO DO AND SEE WHILE HERE 
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Fairs Stimulate Coast F actory-Delivery Programs 


Sa ae Enea eecenetaietatert A 
Spark Efficiency ae cn ee 


Key to Economy, 


Say British Makers 


LONDON (UTPS).—Closer co- 
operation between British auto- 
mobile makers and sparking plug 
manufacturers is the method by 
which the problem of cutting 
down gasoline consumption and 
at the same time stepping up per- 
formance is being achieved. 

A new $500,000 plant has been 
built by the Champion Sparking 
Plug firm at Feltham, Midd! ;ex, 
and is now producing more than 
6,000,000 plugs a year. No longer 
are they made to be fitted to the 
car after it is built, the question 
is considered and decided while 
the engine is still in the drawing 
board stage. 

Engine designers are being in- 
structed by the big automobile 
manufacturers to keep in close 
touch with the spark plug people 
so that a plug can be produced to 
meet the exact requirements of 
specially designed combustion 
chambers. 

Previously Champion plugs were 
made in Canada. Now, this Felt- 
ham factory, which covers five 
acres supplies not only home and 
Empire supplies, but also sends 
out large batches to the continent. 


Car Dealers Cut 
Cost Inventories 


24%, U.S. Finds 


WASHINGTON. — One of the 
healthier conditions of business in 
the United States this year is the 
absence of overloaded inventories 
on the hands of retailers, Secretary 
of Commerce Hopkins asserted this 
week, compared with the generally 
eee stocks in the early part of 

The greatest decline in inven- 
tories last year, he said, has been 
recorded by motor vehicle dealers. 
Cost inventories in this business 
dropped 24 percent during the 
year, compared with the sales de- ; : 
crease of 27.5 percent. E. L. Muncey —s = _ 

kins ion to the Chev- 

oo _— ae icone ee rolet dealership, several suites of | is the incoming vice-president and 
ever compiled by the commerce professional offices on the second Delbert Dyer of the Kercheval passenger cars formerly manufactured 
department, in which nearly 15,-| floor. The private office of E. L.| Plant is the new secretary and/| are to be reduced to 30 and the 113 
000 reports were submitted by re- Muncey, president, and the busi- | treasurer. The retiring officers are: | types of trucks to 19. Types of motor- 
tailers in 27 states ness offices of the firm, will also} L. G. Phillip of the Plymouth — will also be substantially cur- 
~ be on the second floor, while the | Plant, president for 1937-38; J. F. ea 
entire first floor of the 109-foot | Jarnigan, vice-president, and W.| For news of the men who make 
structure will be given over to the|F. Van’ Dusen, secretary and| 2ews dn. the automotive world. read 
—. and geese seertonate, 7 treasurer. “Sparks” column. 

uilding itself wi e one oO e 
most modern and up-to-date in 
the city and will offer superior 
facilities to the motoring public of 
northwest Detroit. There will be 
15,000 feet of floor space devoted 
to the sale and maintenance of 
Chevrolets. 


A staff of approximately 60 
persons will be employed by Mr. 
Muncey when his dealership is re- 
located on or about July 1. This 
number is double the staff now 
employed at the present site. 



























Tourist Trade Reviving 
As Weather Turns Bette, 


By D. M. Trepp 

Staff Correspondent 
SEATTLE.—M. O. Anderson, 
head of Anderson-Buick Co., and 
president of the Washington Auto- 
motive Trade Assn., statewide 
« | dealer organization, reports an in- 
“l|crease of 50 percent on factory 
~ | delivery business this year, over 
last year. This is primarily due 
to the New York fair, with buyers 
taking delivery in Detroit, then 
motoring to New York and back 
to Seattle. Many combine a visit 


to the San Francisco fair w; : 
trip. * with this 

The western fair is a ‘ 
improvement of tourist toon . 
this area, according to Anderson, 
and this is making itself felt ;; 
both the new and used car market 
The tourists have already started 
coming, and many from here are 
making the trip south. About Jun 
15 when schools close, indications 
are for this type of business to 
reach high volume, 

“Used car stocks generally jp 
Seattle and the state, according to 
reports we have, are in much bet. 
ter shape than a year ago at the 
corresponding time,” said Ander. 
son to Automotive News. “Dealers 
are not loaded to the degree they 
were then. We expect used car 
sales to hold up well this sum. 
mer.” 

Anderson-Buick is now com. 
pleting a $50,000 addition to its 
main dealership. The new build. 
ing will give more room for sery- 
ice, repair and parts departments, 
That service is especially good 
with this firm is indicated by this 
large investment in new building 
and equipment. 

Anderson’s company has been 
doing an outstanding job in serv- 
ice, as well as in new car sales, 
this year. 



































Court Protests 
Special Tax for 
Chattanooga Cars 


CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. — Pro- 
posal of the mayor and the city 
commission to levy a $5 annual 
tax on automobiles and motor ve- 
hicles drew an unofficial protest 
(May 15) from members of the 
Hamilton county court at a called 
meeting of the court. 

Squire Clark introduced a reso- 
lution protesting the proposed tax, 
but the squires refrained from 
voting on the resolution after 
Squire W. T. Thrasher asserted 
that “it is a bad precedent for the 
county court to try to tell the city 
commission what to do.” 

Clark read the resolution and 
declared that an_ investigation 
showed that out of $30,000,000 tax 
revenue received each year by the 
state, the owners of motor ve- 
hicles paid approximately $18,- 
000,000. 

“I want to second that resolu- 
tion,” commented Squire J. W. 
Johnston. “They’ve already taxed 
everything about an automobile 
except the toot and the rattle.” 






IN THE 1939 Indianapolis classic Lou Meyer, West Coast pilot, will drive the 
same Bowes “Seal Fast” Special he built for last year’s race—but which 
failed to go the 500-mile limit. What Meyer describes as “cruising” speed has 
consistently been clocked just over the 125-mile-an-hour mark for a lap on 
the 2%4-mile Hoosier oval. The car is a product of Bowes Racing, Inc., of which 
Meyer is chief engineer and Robert M. Bowes is president. The latter, also 
president of the Bowes “Seal Fast” Corp., has been prominently identified with 
automobile racing since 1930 and backed the car Lou Schneider drove to vic- 
tory at Indianapolis in 1931. Meyer is shown in the car with Lawrence Harris, 
mechanic, standing. 



































Muncey Chevrolet 


Plans New Home 


DETROIT. — Muncey Chevrolet, 
Inc., Detroit dealership, will enter 
a new era soon, when the firm 
moves into a new 
$75,000 building 
at 8100 W. Mc- 
Nichols road 
which will incor- 
porate all the 
latest trends in 
retail dealership 
facilities. 

The new set- 
up will be known 
as the Muncey 
Bldg., and will 




















Court Backs Buyer 


In Repossession Suit 
CHARLESTON, W. Va.—The 
West Virginia Supreme Court, 
in a decision returned May 9, 
held that E. L. Phillips, finan- 
cially inconvenienced and per- 
sonally embarassed in recover- 
ing his repossessed car, has a 
right to sue the credit com- 
pany and is entitled to $350 
damages. 

The high tribunal’s opinion 
upheld a Wyoming county ver- 
dict for $350 against the finance 
company. The company sued 
when Phillips was unable to 
keep up payments on his car. 


Hudson Appoints 
23 New Dealers 


DETROIT. — Twenty-three new 
retail dealers were added to the 
rolls of the Hudson Motor Car Co. 
during the first 15 days of May, 
it was announced today by George 
H. Pratt, general sales manager. 
A total of 461 retail dealers have 
been added since the new model 
year, Pratt revealed. 

The 23 new dealers were: Kutz- 
ler Motors Waukegan, IIL; F. & H. 
Hulshorst, Gallipolis, O.; Sam's 
Garage, London, O.; Coyle Motor 
Co., Newark, O.; Bob Andrews 
Garage, Shelby, O.; Hitt Motor 
Co., Tyler, Tex.; Northern Trans- 
portation Motor Co., International 
Falls, Minn.; Harry D. Clemons, 
Caledonia, Mich.; Barstow’s Ga- 
rage, Rockville, Conn.; Monfort 
Sales, Shelbyville, Ind.; E & L 
Motor Co., Vicksburg, Miss.; | 

Monroe’s Garage, Red Granite, 
Wis.; General Service Garage, 
Minneapolis, Minn.; Moris Motor 
Service, St. Paul, Minn.; Central 
Motor Co., Yonkers, N. Y.; Ferris 
& Nelson, Norfolk, Neb.; Conant 
Motors, North Platte, Neb.; F. L. 
Christensen, Flagstaff, Ariz.; L. H. 
Strong Motor Co., Logan, Utah; 
Ben Schmidt, Neppel, Wash.; John 
McLochlin, Rochester, Ind.; Lou 
Lane Sales, Toledo, O.; Griffith 
Motor Co., Washington, D. C. 
















Germans Standardize 


WASHINGTON .—Standardization and 
simplification of Germany’s motor ve- 
hicle production are provided for in 
an executive decree issued recently, 
according to reports to the Depart- 
ment of Commerce. Under the new 
official regulations the 52 types of 
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STANLEYSAW 


HOW WIGKEL IMPROVES TOOLS 


Outstanding example of modern- 
ization of conventional hand tools 
through adoption of special alloy 
steels is a new line of heavy-duty 
portable saws recently marketed 
by The Stanley Electric Tool Di- 
vision of The Stanley Works. 
Three new power saws are avail- 
able for a wide range of use by 
carpenters, shipping departments 
and maintenance men. These new 
models incorporate many special 
safety features, including duplex 
handles which enable the operator 
to work in any position. Primary 
requirement in the design of port- 
able saws is ruggedness combined 
with compactness and light weight. 








Coast Dodge Dealer 


Breaks 24-Year Record 
SEATTLE, Wash.—During April, 


Chrysler Speakers 
Install Officers 


DETROIT.—The fourth annual 
induction of officers of the Chrys- 
ler Public Speaking club featured 
the club’s an- 
nual bridge party 
to be held Friday 
evening, May 19, 


operating. 

To oa keep Dodge in fourth 
place among the leaders in = 
county, Savidge Co. sold z 
Luxury Liners during that mon. 








S. L. Savidge Co., Dodge-Plym- jx 
outh distributor, sold 526 cals, fi 
new and used, establishing a rec- — 
ord that has been unequalled dur- 
ing the 24 years this firm has been 


This is 100 percent increase - 
April of 1938. Breakdown of sales 
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Stanley specifies high strength, de- i . soc] 

. at the Highland . il Socia 
pendable metals for all important Park Y.WCA. shows: 134 rage oa << ‘used eae 
working parts. Motor shaft and The club is com- new cars at wholesale, 8S to ir 
saw arbor shaft are heat treated posed of alumni ware. 2A” 
Nickel-chromium steel. The worm of the Public ta, it 
is made from 3%% Nickel steel, Speaking classes To Close Sundays ot P Collins 
case-hardened. Nickel alloys _ SO of Chrysler In- HACKENSACK, N. J ee car ‘ autom 
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| mittees will be heard at the close 
|of the afternoon session. 

An address will be delivered at 
| the banquet on Tuesday evening, 


For Annual June Meet iste seient scene 


HARRISBURG, Pa. (UTPS).— 
the program for the annual con- 
yention of the Pennsylvania Auto- 
motive Assn., which will be held 
june 5 and 6 at The Inn, Buck 
Hill Falls, Pa., were announced to 
Automotive News this week by 
Claude S. Klugh, manager of the 
association. 

Mr. Klugh reported that reser- 
yations are pouring in, and urged 
those wishing to attend to make 
their arrangements with PAA 
neadquarters at Harrisburg. 

Tom Duggan, Thompson Prod- | 
ycts, Inc., Cleveland, O., will give | 
, service talk at the opening | 
gssion. Brief addresses will be 
made by L. C. Krisher, of the 
Willard Chevrolet Co. and Phila- 
ielphia NADA director for Penn- 
yivania, and a representative of 
the Pennsylvania department of 
venue, who is to be announced 
uter, E. J. Powell, chairman of 
the PAA Time Sales Financing 
Committee, will make his report 
and the welcoming address will be 
gven by R. C. Jones, Jones & 
Yanske, Reading, president of the 
association. 

Klugh, at the Monday after- 
non session, will give an ex- 
jlanation of a debate on state 
fealer regulatory licensing laws. 
George F. Sheraw, Sheraw Mo- 
tor Co., Altoona, will take the af- 


\rgentina Agrees 
To Car Importing 


On Credit Basis 


NEW YORK. — By accepting 
notes of the Argentine govern- | 
nent, Amer‘can automobile manu- | 
fcturers will be able to double | 
this year’s export quotas to that | 
suntry, foreign advices revealed | 
arly this week. The arrangement. | 
negotiated by the association of | 
Argentine Automobile Importers. | 
argely removes the obstacle cre- | 
ited by an unfavorable trade bal- | 
ince, but depends on the readiness | 
ifthe manufacturers to accept ob- | 
gations of the South American | 
svernment scheduled to run from 
ne to three years. 

In practical terms this means 
tat manufacturers who elect te 
xeept the plan can ship up to 
) percent of their 1939 exports | 
)Argentina. They must, however. | 
‘scount the notes, or else wait a 
tar before collecting 25 percent 
{their money, two years for the 
“cond 25 percent and three years 
ot the remaining 50 percent. The | 
‘tes bear interest at 212 percent. 
Two of the largest exporters of | 
‘merican cars to the Argentine | 
market have already accepted the 
lan and others are expected to 
so shortly. The maximum: po- 
ential would be about 26,000 cars 
ad trucks in 1939, compared with | 
4853 last year. 

Under the plan the Argentine 
valers pay their own government 
! pesos sums equivalent to the 
Wllar value of their individual 
Mports, reckoned at the going 
te of exchange. The government 
‘fn issues notes payable in dol- 
“s, which the dealers remit to 
‘emanufacturers in this country. 





dol Introduces 

New ‘Flying A’ Gas 
‘EW YORK.—Anticipating the 
ost active season in the history 
‘American motoring, Tide Water 
Sociated Oil Co. this week 
‘inched a series of sales meet- 
to introduce its Tydol “Fly- 
8 A” gasoline in the Eastern 
‘4, It was announced by John 
Collins, vice-president in charge | 
automotive sales. 
‘he first meeting, a three-day | 
‘vention at the Hotel Plaza here. | 
‘sinning Monday, May 22, and 
‘tinuing for a period of several 
tks, Tide Water Associated 





Mer meetings will be held in 60 | ss Chiladebshia lie of lies 
nearly everybody reach 


“Nn cities. 








A Word in Edgewise’’, a regular fea 
nyo’, ceorge M. Slocum, offers 
™€ viewpoint from the motor world. | 


Washington, D. C. “Bank Com- 
, , petition” will be the subject of a 
firmative, “Why I Favor a State} speech to be made by H. L. 
Regulatory Licensing Law,” and|Wynegar, president of the Com- 
Larry Bloom, Bloom Motor Co.,/ mercial Credit Co., New York 
Scranton, will take the negative,|City. Edward Payton, market 
“Why I Oppose a State Dealer | analyst, Cleveland, Ohio, will also 
Regulatory Licensing Law.” ‘speak at the banquet. 

J. V. Booth, Booth Motor Co.,; The annual golf tournament will 
McKeesport, will give an address| be held Tuesday afternoon, June 
following the debate, and James|6, with Pat Calvey, Calvey Motor 
Dalton, editor of Motor, New York | Co., Scranton, serving as the golf 
City, will talk on “Let’s Clean| committee chairman. Larry Bloom 
Our Own House.” Reports of the|is the general chairman for the 
nominating and resolutions com- | convention. 
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PAA Announces Plans 


Chrysler Protests 


Rail Freight Rate 


WASHINGTON.—Chrysler Corp. 
notified the interstate commerce 
commission this week it intended 
to show in a forthcoming investi- 
gation that it had suffered dis- 
crimination in the structure of 
freight rates on new automobiles. 

The commission ordered the in- 
vestigation of freight rates on new 
automobiles last Jan. 27 and asked 
interested parties to state in ad- 
vance, if possible, the issues they 
proposed to raise. 

“Among other’ things,” the 
Chrysler lawyer wrote, “we pro- 
pose to show that the railroads 
have gone much farther in meet- 


9 


ing truck and drive-away com- 
petition from the assembly plants 
of our competitors than they have 
from our plants and that the dis- 
crimination resulting therefrom 
has been aggravated by the sus- 
pension by the commission of re- 
duced rates from Detroit, while it 
has declined to suspend reduced 
rates published by the railroads 
serving plants of our competitors 
and other points.” 


Motor Deaths Drop 


WASHINGTON.—Motor vehicle fa- 
talities in 135 major cities during the 
first 18 weeks of 1939 totaled 2,443 
compared with 2,720 for 1938, a de- 
crease of 10 per cent, according to the 
Bureau of the Census. Deaths caused 
by motor vehicles in the 135 cities 
during the week ending May 6, totaled 
124, 20 fewer than in the correspond- 
ing week of last year. 








PRELUDE TU A HOUSEWARMING 


Not your idea of a pretty picture, per- 
haps—but to a Philadelphian, happiest sight 
in the world. Prelude to a housewarming. 

Breaking ground for a new home! 

A single-family home to carry on the 
Philadelphia tradition of contented living. 

Here, between roof-top and basement, 
some family will fill a thousand needs. 

Nine out of ten Philadelphia dwellings 
are single-family homes. More than in 
New York City and Buffalo; than in 
Chicago and St. Louis; than in Cleveland 
and Detroit.* Individual homes mean 
private garages—family pride in a well-kept 
car—an active market for new automobiles, 
tires, tools, accessories, cleaners, polish, and 


many other products. 


And covering this vast home market 


thoroughly, is Philadelphia's leading daily 


home newspaper—The Evening Bulletin. 
For thirty - four consecutive years The 
Evening Bulletin has led all Philadelphia 
daily newspapers in circulation. 
But not a single copy has ever been pur- 
chased by a reader in hope of winning a 
No The 


Bulletin has ever been offered a premium. 


prize. subscriber to Evening 


No subscriber contest has ever been used 


to boost circulation. 


People buy The Bulletin because they 
want to read The Bulletin. 


Years of careful, accurate editing have 
won The Evening Bulletin a friendly 
welcome and an established place in nearly 
every Philadelphia family circle. 


And so, the attention value of the adver- 


tising in its pages is even greater than its 
wide margin of circulation leadership indi- 
cates. With The Evening Bulletin, they 
buy to read ... and read to buy it 

Exact circulation figures — the net paid 
average of the past month—are published 
daily in The Evening Bulletin, and have 
been for more than forty years. And 94.6% 


of The 


Philadelphia’s retail trading area! 


Bulletin’s circulation is within 
Consult your advertising agency on the 
extra value of circulation leadership gained 


by natural growth. Learn how, at one of 


the lowest costs per reader in the nation, 
The Evening Bulletin gives you thorough 


coverage of the greatest City of Homes. 


*U. 8. Census 1930 

*Information on advertising response among Philadelphia 
newspaper readers, compiled by recent impartial 
research, sent upon application to The Evening Bulletin. 


ydldelin 


Copyright 1939, Bulletin Co., Philadelphe 
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Oneida Dealer Lifts Sales 31% by Modernization 


O’Loughlin Sees Bonus Plan 
As Aid to Profit Increase 
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ONEIDA, N. Y. — Through the 
modernization of its service de- 
partment and the adoption of mod- 
ern follow-up, the Oneida Motor 
Car Co., Pontiac dealer here, has 
added greatly to the facilities of- 
fered to customers with the result 
that both parts and service busi- 
ness have shown continuous in- 
crease during the past few months. 

Dan O’Loughlin started his mod- 
ernization program last year with 
the installation of an open parts 
display. The success of this move 
brought parts sales for the first 
quarter of 1939 to 30.9 per cent 
in excess of the same period of 
19388. 

Then a modern lubrication de- 
partment was put in with motor 
and safety testing department, 

olish department and an approved 

dy and collision shop. Along 
with these additions a Flexite sys- 
tem of follow-up was _ installed. 
This is checked daily, while mail- 
ings covering service specials and 
service promotion are made period- 
ically. Newspaper advertising, 
also, is used to promote service. 

Pontiac service-saver ‘plan and 
the 5,000 mile inspection plan 
have been big factors in holding 
lubrication business and building 
up customer labor sales. As a re- 
sult of keeping up with the latest 
developments in service merchan- 
dising customer labor sales showed 
an increase of 17.9 per cent during 
1988 over 1987, while so far this 
year they have in turn exceeded 
the same period of 1938 by 17.2 
or the first four months 
of 1989 there also has been an 
increase of 40.8 per cent in parts 
sales per repair order over the 
same period last year. 

As an incentive for continuous 


Simoniz to Enforce 


Price Control Plan 
NEW YORK.—Following up its 
recent action in placing its prod- 
ucts under the fair trade laws, 
The Simoniz Co. has employed 
Joseph J. Hammer, esq. of New 
York City, as its attorney to con- 
duct an enforcement and compli- 
ance campaign on its behalf for 
the maintenance of its fair trade 
prices. 


increases in service business Dealer 
O’Loughlin has a a bonus plan 
into effect based on the increase 
each month over the correspond- 
ing month of last year. Three 
men, Raymond Siver, service man- 
ager; Robert Hanger, parts and 
credit manager, and A. B. Cahill, 
service salesman, receive a share 
of this bonus plan as it progresses 
throughout the year. Since all 
share alike, it makes for team 
work and every effort is put forth 
to equal the quotas set up by the 
“oe . ine €2 

ervice volume is paying per 
cent of Oneida Motor’s fixed ex- 
penses, it is claimed, but now 
the modernization program has 
been completed, the dealer expects 
to reach 75 per cent or better this 
year. 


Pedrick Lists 


April Winners 


PHILADELPHIA.—Some 54 re- 
pairmen won cash prizes totaling 
$500 for co-operating in the 
Pedrick car-owner motor-job con- 
test for April. Here are the top 
winners: 

First prize, $100: Harry L. John- 
son, Firestone Auto Repair Shop, 
610 St. Louis St., Springfield, Mo. 

Second prize, $75: L. Jerry Reid, 
Walton Auto Supply Co., Inc., 87 
Delaware St., Walton, N. Y. 

Third prize, $50: Ralph W. Eck- 
rote, Ralph’s Garage, 412-414 E. 
Chapel St., Hazelton, Pa. 

Fourth prize, $25: Ralph Mc- 
Dowell, Cities Service Station, 
Court and Broadway, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

In addition to the four major 
prizes, 50 shop men in all parts of 
the United States won $5 each. 


Champion Places Self 


Under Fair Trade Act 
TOLEDO.—Retail and wholesale 
merchandising of the Champion 
Spark Plug Co. has been placed 
under provisions of the Fair Trade 
Acts as of May 1 in all states 
where the measure is operative, 
President R. A. Stranahan has an- 
nounced. 


CLARKE TROLLERS 


MAKE MONEY 
for 


Automobile Dealers 


v 


Lightest Outboards in the 
World for Their Power 


v 


Twin (alternate firing) 3 h.p. 


Weighs 18 pounds 


Single, 1.3 h.p. Weighs 1012 Ibs. 


v 


PEOPLE FLOCK INTO YOUR 
SHOWROOM to see these most 
modern motors. They make you 


Twin Troller 


a profit and get you car prospects. 


(alternate firing) v 


Get our dealer proposition and sell this simple, safe, clean, 
reliable motor — Get those direct and indirect profits. 


CLARKE ENGINEERING CO. 


6903 East Lafayette 





Detroit, Michigan 
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MODERN EQUIPMENT, cleanliness, a well trained personnel plus a good follow-up system 
which Oneida Motor Car Co., claims built their service business to its present peak. The company, 
ernization, enjoyed a 17.9 percent increase in business during 1938 over 1937 and so far this year the 


percent over last year. 
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Quaint Quirks 
That Build 


Business 


Small ads devoted to specialized 
service operations have proved to 
be the best business boosters for 
Tyrrell Chevrolet Co., Cheyenne, 
Wyo., according to A. V. Tyrrell, 
proprietor. Under the caption, “A 
Dollar Well Spent,” a typical ad 
continued: 


“Squeaks in automobiles are 
annoying. When slush and water 
splash on the chassis of your car 
much of the oil is washed away. 
This causes numerous squeaks. 
The proper lubrication of your car 
will eliminate this annoyance, add 
to your riding comfort and pre- 
vent unnecessary wear on your 
automobile. Our experienced men 
lubricate your car correctly using 
the proper grease for each part. 
Drive in. We can prove our su- 
perior methods.” 

tk * Ba 


Fox~-Randel Motor Co. (Chev- 
rolet) Wichita Falls, Tex., has 
speeded up business by featuring 
a complete tightening job for 
Chevrolet cars for only $3.95. This 
service includes: 1. Tighten all 
body bolts. 2. Tighten all motor 
bolts. 3. Adjust front wheel bear- 
ings. 4. Adjust all shackles. 5. 
Adjust steering tie rod. 6. Ad- 
just steering connecting rod. _ 7. 
Complete steering adjustment. 8. 
Tighten fender and running board 
bolts. 9. Tighten door hinges. 
10. Tighten battery in case. 11. 
Tighten all spring U bolts, and 
12. Road test car. Featuring this 
12-point service has quickened 
service department business. 


Chain Bill Rejected 


TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—The proposed 
chain store license bill. calling for a 
levy of from $10 to $1,200 on each 
store in chains of 100 or more, has 
been rejected by the senate finance 
committee. Present state licenses 
range from $10 for a single unit te 
$400 for each store in chains of 16 or 
more stores. 


TO SUPPLY CHRYSLER DEALERS 


of steel shelves and racks. 


| 


DETROIT.—K. T. Keller, presi- 
dent of Chrysler Corp.; W. J. 
O’Neil, president and general 
manager, Dodge Brothers Corp.; 
C. E. Bleicher, vice-president and 
general manager, De Soto Motor 
Corp., and representatives of Oak- 
land and San Leandro, Calif., par- 
ticipated in a ground breaking 
ceremony held Friday,, May 19, of 
the new Chrysler Motor Parts 
Corp., Pacific Coast master ware- 
house and parts distribution plant, 
according to H. R. Matheny, vice- 
president of the Chrysler Motors 
Parts Corp. 

This new master warehouse and 
distribution plant will be of steel 
construction with concrete and 
steel sash side walls. It will be 


Ethyl Gasoline Corp. 
Alters Field Personnel 


NEW YORK.—Changes in the 
sales organization were announced 
this week by J. Coard Taylor, 
vice-president of the Ethyl Gaso- 
line Corp. 

Thomas E. Ronan, manager of 
the Tulsa division, has been trans- 
ferred to the corporation’s head- 
quarters in New York City, in the 
capacity of assistant to R. L. Jor- 
dan, director of field personnel. 
Louis W. Shank, manager of the 
Baltimore division, succeeds Ronan 
at Tulsa. 

H. Claire Dees, present assistant 
division manager at Tulsa, be- 
comes manager of the Baltimore 
division. Harry Kuhe has been 
made assistant division manager 
at Tulsa. Donald Flynn, assistant 
manager of the Boston division, 
has been appointed assistant man- 
ager of the Kansas City division, 
which is headed by Harold Berg. 
Blythe R. Jones replaces Flynn at 
Boston. 





Chrysler Breaks Ground 
For New Coast Parts Plan 


located on a 13-acre plot at Davis 
Ave. just outside the city limits 
of Oakland and San Leandro and 
close to the Southern Pacific Rail- 
road Lines. With 65,000 sq. ft. of 
available floor space, it has been 
designed to serve owners of Plym- 
outh, Dodge, De Soto and Chrys- 
ler passenger cars, Plymouth com- 
mercial cars and Dodge trucks on 
the West Coast. 

“This new plant is part of our 
program to make available through 
dealers, as quickly and conveni- 
ently as possible, spare parts that 
may be needed by owners of 
Chrysler-built products,” Matheny 
stated. 

A special railroad track 1,200 ft. 
long and two depressed concrete 
receiving and shipping docks, one 
230 ft. long and one 80 ft. long, 
will be built to serve the plant. 

More than 35,000 different kinds 
of individual parts will be stored 
on more than four miles of steel 
shelves and racks. More than 1,200 
single-face bin sections, with ap- 
proximately 49,600 available cubic 
feet of storage space for small 
parts, and 2,096 lineal feet of 
heavy racks for fenders, springs, 
wheels, rims, radiators, hoods and 
miscellaneous long parts will be 
installed. 


Budd Named Director 


of Foreign Relations 

NW YORK—According to a re- 
cent announcement of the National 
Foreign Trade Council, B. C. Budd, 
vice president and general man- 
ager of the Packard Motors Export 
Corp., has been added to the d- 
rectorate of that association. 

Budd, who is a member of the 
export comittee of the Automobile 
Manufacturers Assn., graduated 
from the University of Michigan ™ 
1915 and joined Packard at Detroit 


in that year, being affiliated with }) 


the sales division. 





pesote 


quickly with parts and accessories which owners of Chrysler, Dods®, ins 
and Plymouth cars may need in the Pacific Coast area, ground was broken this week for the new master wa 
and distribution plant at Oakland, Calif. More than 35,000 different kinds of parts will be stored in its four 
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fire Industry Plans Safety Drive to Op 





Dealers in Major Cities 
Expected to Cooperate 


NEW YORK.—Plans for the sum- 
ner tire safety campaign to be 
onducted by the tire industry be- 
jnning June 10 have been virtu- 
ily completed, the Rubber Man- 
yfacturers Assn. announced to- 


day. , . 

Committees to direct the cam- 
aign have been set up in the 
llowing cities: Atlanta, Balti- 
nore, Birmingham, Boston, Buffa- 
jo, Charlotte, Chicago, Cincinnati, 
Cleveland, Columbus, Dallas, Den- 
yer, Des Moines, Detroit, Hartford, 


Indianapolis, Jacksonville, Los 
Angeles, Kansas City, Memphis, 
Milwaukee, Minneapolis, New 


Orleans, New York City, Okla- 
hma City, Omaha, Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh, St. Louis, Portland, 
Rochester, Salt Lake City, San 
francisco, Seattle, Syracuse. 

Tire retailers in other cities and 
towns can arrange tq tie in with 
the campaign by organizing local 
demonstrations, promoting coop- 
erative dealer advertisements, and 
decorating their places of business 
with appropriate display material. 
for this purpose the Rubber Man- 
ufacturers Assn., 444 Madison 
Avenue, New York City, has ar- 
ranged for a dollar package, con- 
taining store banner, window trim, 
tire inserts, circles for gas pumps, 
lapel buttons, gummed windshield 
stickers, and car spotting cards. 
Dealers who want to use these 
packages should send their orders 
with payment to the Rubber Man- 


ufacturers Assn. before May 23. 
The material will be delivered 
prepaid by June 7. 

The purpose of the tire summer 
safety campaign is to promote 
highway safety by educating mo- 
torists on the necessity of hav’ng 
tires in good condition as one im- 
portant means of insuring safe, 
comfortable driving. 





Sloan 


(Continued from Page 1) 


motive and reduce current barriers 
erected against the expansion of 
present private enterprise and the 
launching of new.” 

Sloan told the committee that a 
rising national income always 
has speeded up automobile pro- 
duction and sales just as con- 
versely as a declining income has 
caused production to fall off. Gen- 
eral Motors, and probably the en- 
tire automobile industry is well 
prepared, he said, to take care of 
additional production without re- 
course to outside capital. For 18 
years, he added, GM has ex- 
panded greatly without going out- 
side of the corporation for any 
substantial financing. In the 18 
years his corporation made a profit 
of $2,300,000,000. 

In the same period the corpora- 
tion’s sales have amounted to 
$17,250,000,000, Sloan testified. The 


Registrations 


(Continued from Page 1) 


taken out of service and not re- 
placed. 

That a saturation point may 
still be years in the future is in- 


‘Idicated by the fact that registra- 


tions which reached a total of 29,- | 





mark of 1930. That is, since 1933 
the industry not only replaced 3,- 
000,000 units which had been 
dropped in 1930 to 1933 period but 
since 1933 has also added an ad- 
ditional 3,000,000. 





ne 1 705,220 in 1937 were almost 3,000,-; Registrations and _ registration 
= 00 units above pre-depression receipts were: 
nds Increase or Decrease Registration 
red Vehicles in Registration, Receipts and 
eel State Registered Percent* Miscellaneeus Fees 
I aise wawkicnone’ 301,990 — $ 4,314,000 
ER cases tne kee 128,791 m £ 1,076,000 
bic}Arkansas ............... 220,391 an Sh 2,908,000 
. | ree 2,510,867 1.1 23,930,000 
- (Colorado ................ 332,774 ow 48 2,544,000 
ndjCommecticut ............. 440,335 9 6,611,000 
be|Delaware ............... 64,078 8 1,216,000 
Sr ce 423,021 1.2 6,432,000 
SR RIESE aNe: 432,360 on En 1,974,000 
ee. 3 te. 137,851 am OR 2,380,000 
oes k i a 1,780,865 a 21,591,000 
ee 922,788 — 3.5 9,635,000 
Eo Oe eae 740,021 a a 11,797,000 
nljKansas .................. 573,985 — 2.2 3,823,000 
di, jKentucky ............... 414,207 2.4 4,599,000 
an-|louisiana ............... 326,199 8 4,892,000 
a rigs igs 196,690 ae £35 3,582,000 
di-|Maryland ............... 395,347 2.0 5,069,000 
Massachusetts ........... 843,789 - = 6,759,000 
the |Michigan ................ 1,408,835 os O84 20,856,000 
ile ee see ces 821,241 — - 9,377,000 
od iMississippi .............. 215,195 an Oe 4,001,000 
in a yg a kas 837,118 Jl 9,439,000 
ot Montana ................ 171,326 a» 45 1,546,000 
ith !Nebraska ............... 407,330 am $3 2,442,000 
rds shi 5.5 4-4 38,424 — 5.5 265,000 
New Hampshire ......... 124,379 om in 2,711,000 
New Jersey ............. 1,000,684 6 20,204,000 
New Mexico ............ 116,537 «= 13 1,643,000 
ea 2,584,123 9 47,124,000 
North Carolina .......... 537,242 2.3 7,211,000 
North Dakota ............ 174,256 6 1,523,000 
eo coc caves 1,870,249 —— 27,204,000 
Sen 535,399 — 2.2 5,779,000 
es 357,321 - &£ 2,922,000 
Pennsylvania ............ 1,976,466 — 34,513,000 
Rhode Island ............ 168,888 8 2.778,000 
South Carolina .......... 287,913 —" 1,633,000 
South Dakota ............ 180,632 — 22 1,983,000 
Tennessee ............... 398,624 — A 4,173,000 
i 1,548,343 -_ 2 20,263,000 
Oe ok ey 127,004 2 1,097,000 
ao ae, 87,402 — 17 2,365,000 
Rs aww ca'e 441,462 2 6,134,000 
Washington .............. 523,328 «(2 3,262,000 
West Virginia ........... 275,691 aT 5,498,000 
isconsin ............... 840,291 — 1.6 13,001,000 
i eo 80,765 — 13 601,000 
district of Columbia...... 162,863 —11.5 2,145,000 
SE Mele) or Averase....... 29,485,680 = 8 $388,825,000 
es 


‘Minus sign indicates decrease 








CELEBRATING THE 4ist anniversary of roller bearings, the Timken exhibit 
in the Metals Building of the New York World’s Fair reviews the greatest 
generation of travel progress in the history of man. Railroad and automotive 
bearings, varying in size from a half-inch to over three feet in diameter, line 
the walls. In the background is a converted “horseless carriage” built in 1898. 
It still runs on its original bearings, one of the first Timken assemblers in- 
stalled for automobile use. 
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industry would continue to ex- 
pand if national income were in- 
creased, and he disagreed with as- 
sertions that the automobile mar- 
ket is near the saturation point. 
GM expects to maintain its present 
production level in the immediate 
future unless there is a_ war, 
which he added, he does not ex- 
pect. 

Approximately $490,000,000 of 
the profit in the 18-year period 
was retained by the company he 
said and in addition, $520,000,000 
was acquired from depreciation 
and depletion allowances for re- 
placements and expansion. 

He told the committee that ex- 
pansion of plant and equipment 
during the period cost the com- 
pany $770,000,000 and that various 
subsidiaries spent $176,000,000. In 
addition to these sums, about 
$336,000,000 was spent for special 
tools needed for the frequent 
model changes and research work, 


corporation has retained, he said, ; $520,000,000 in depreciation funds. | most of which was chargeable to 


$490,000,000 from profits and 
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It’s a swell parachute 


..».BUT WILL IT OPEN? ~ 


When you rely on our products you know 
you're safe, you know that our metals adhere 
strictly to formula, that your specifications will 
be followed to the letter. 


When this company was founded, a quarter of 
a century ago, we made one firm resolve—that 
we would produce only one grade of castings, 
the very best. Through thick and thin we’ve 
stuck to that policy, and we know it pays, for 
we've grown consistently, right from the start, 
through good times and bad. 


When you order castings from us, you can be 
sure that every pound of raw materials 
we use is the best that money can buy, 
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Sloan predicted that the motor | operating costs. 






that every manufacturing operation is handled 
by the most highly skilled craftsmen, that any 
of our metals which you specify will do exactly 
what we claim for it. 


Our complete line includes six regular and 
alloyed gray irons, one of which will exactly 
meet your requirements. In addition, our 
associated company, Detroit Alloy Steel Com- 
pany, offers you five air-hardening and oil-hard- 
ening tool steels, cast-to-shape, and FLAMALOY, 
our all-purpose flame-hardening steel. 


When next you need castings for dies, we 
would appreciate an opportunity to talk 
Over your requirements. 


DRY COMPANY 


DETROIT MICHIGAN 
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Truckers Oppose 


Barbour Measure 


WASHINGTON. — Adoption of 
the Barbour bill, motor carrier 
representatives have told a senate 
interstate commerce committee 
subcommittee, would bring a re- 
turn to the chaotic conditions 
prevalent prior to passage of the 
Motor Carrier Act and would 
mean wholesale evasions of ICC 
regulations. The carrier men 
claimed that under the Barbour 
bill the shippers would be the only 
beneficiaries, while passage of the 
bill would defeat efforts of the 
commission to stabilize the in- 
dustry. 

The bill would take from the 
ICC its authority to define the 
municipal zones in which motor 
carriers may operate without be- 
ing subject to its jurisdiction. It 
would substitute the metropolitan 
districts defined by the 1930 





Dealers Get Br 


census which, in almost all in- 
stances, are more extensive than 
boundaries set by the commission. 
The bill was introduced by Sen- 
ator Warren W. Barbour of New 
Jersey. 


Lehman Vetoes Bill to 
Up N. Y. Speed Limit 


ALBANY, N. Y.—A bill which 
would have increased this state’s 
speed limit for automobiles from 
40 to 50 miles an hour has been 
vetoed by Governor Lehman. 


Under the vetoed measure, 
known as the Rapp bill, the speed 
rate at which the presumption of 
negligence arises would have been 
increased from 40 to 50 miles an 
hour during daylight and the rate 
fixed at 40 miles during the pe- 
riod from “one-half hour after 
sunset to one-half hour before sun- 
rise.” The speed rate for trucks 
would have been fixed at a maxi- 
mum of 40 miles an hour during 
the daylight and 35 miles at night. 








or 





| 


JOE GAESTEL, heavy-selling Ford 
dealer of Merced, Calif., here checks 
up his month’s business with Bob | 
Mitchell, editor of the Merced news- | 
paper. The scene is the lounge of the 
Ford Building on Treasure Island at 
the conclusion of the recent Treasure 
Island Newspaperman’s Economy Run. | 








For a fresh automotive viewpoint, 
read George M. Slocum’s ‘‘A Word in 
Edgewise.”’ 


“3 OUT OF 5 ce 
Le Ni al 





me ee Ma Uf 
a 


GEORGE BYERS, George Byers Sons, Inc. 


De Soto-Plymouth, Distributors 


“Every man wants to protect himself, his family and his 
car. We find that 3 out of 5 new car buyers are good 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 
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prospects for LiteGuards. There are big profits in selling 
LiteGuards.” George Byers, De Soto-Plymouth Distribu- 


tor, Columbus, Ohio. 





There’s no guesswork about LifeGuard profits for 
new car dealers. Thousands have found, as Mr. Byers 
has found, that LifeGuards are one of the most prof- 
itable accessories a dealer can sell. 


The size of your town makes no difference; some 
of the most remarkable LifeGuard sales records have 
been made in small communities. 


For Complete Motoring Safety... 4-Wheel Brakes... All-Steel Body... Safety Glass... and 
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eaks In Rhode Island LegislaturePr 





License Period Changed 
From January I to April | 


Special to Automotive News 

PROVIDENCE, R. I.—With ad- 
journment of the General Assem- 
bly’s 1939 session recently, there 
was added to Rhode Island’s 
statute books a law changing the 
automobile registration date from 
Jan. 1 to April 1, effective im- 
mediately. 

This was the only one of sev- 
eral automotive measures to sur- 
vive, with used car dealers having 
successfully battled a bill designed 
to curb the sale of defective used 
automobiles. This bill was killed 
in committee following a hearing 
at which new car dealers were 
accused of trying to drive the 
used car men out of business. 

The bill in question would have 
required that all automobiles not 
registered in the state for a six- 








The price range of your car makes no difference; 
80% of LifeGuard owners have cars in the low- or 
medium-price class. 


Price is no obstacle; the cost is less per mile than 
adequate insurance, and LifeGuard gives protection 
that no insurance can give. You can’t get better protec- 


tion to save your life! 


That’s why so many car dealers are selling so many 
LifeGuards and making big profits. You can do the 
same. Get particulars from the Goodyear District 
Office nearest you, or write to R. S. Wilson, Vice 
President in Charge of Sales, Goodyear, Akron. 


AR LIFEGUARDS 


LIFEGUARD is a trade-mark of The 


Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company 


month period prior to gal 

be certified as to mechanical = 
dition before registrations would 
be issued. Its sponsors claim 
it would prevent the sale in Rhod 
Island of cars damaged by flood 
or other causes, and imported 
into the state from New Yor 
Connecticut and elsewhere {oy 
disposal here. 


Also killed in committee Was a 
bill revamping the state-wide sys- 
tem of personal property taxa. 
tion for automobiles, and requir. 
ing that all back taxes be pai 
before registrations could be ob. 
tained. The bill proposed a gy. 
tem of fees based on the age of 
the automobile, a popular featur 
in that motorists frequently have 
complained of excessive taxation 
of their automobiles in Providence 
and other communities. 

A third bill killed this session 
provides for a_ labor relations 
board, functioning along the lines 
of a baby Wagner act. It failed 
of passage because of creation of 
a state labor commission to study 
labor legislation for consideration 
when the legislature reconvenes 
next January. 

The Apr. 1 registration bill, al- 
ready signed by governor, provides 
that cars shall be registered on 
Apr. 1 of each year instead of 
Jan. 1. Originally, the bill would 
have carried 1939 registrations 
over until next April, but this 
was amended so that the state 
would not be deprived of three- 
months’ motor vehicle revenue for 
the period from Jan. 1 to Mar. 30 
next. 

As a result, motorists will be 
required to obtain a three-month 
registration permit next Jan. 1, 
and then a 12-month permit on 
Apr. 1. As an alternative, how- 
ever, they may obtain a 15-month 
registration on Jan. 1, to carry 
over until Apr. 1, 1941. Some 
financial benefit accrued to the 
motorists by slashing 5 per cent 
off the usual fee for the three- 
month period starting the first of 
next year. 

Under the state government re- 


organization effected this session F 
by the Vanderbilt administration, f 


the title of the division of motor 


vehicles is changed to “motor ve- |. 


hicle registry,” with George R. 
Beane being installed as registrar 
to succeed Chief Wilfred J. Paquin 
of the old division. 


Master Tire Plans 
Reported Progressing 


FINDLAY, O.—J. F. Schaefer, 
president of the Master Tire and 
Rubber Co. reports that a reor- 
ganization plan “is progressing 
nicely”. 

Under the plan, he said, the 
present $100 par, 7 percent pre- 
ferred stock would be exchanged 
for a new $4 preferred without 
par value, each holder of one old 
share to rece:ve 1.55 new shares 
and $1.29 in cash. 

The 1.55 shares and the cash 
would be given in lieu of divi- 
dends in arrears $56.29 a share. 
When first proposed last Decem- 


ber, the plan called for a new 


3% percent preferred stock. The 
program was opposed by a stock- 
holders committee in Cincinnati 
which now endorses it, Schaefer 
said. 


Add Horns and Lights _ 
To Goodrich Line 


AKRON, O.— The addition ¢ 
horns and lights to its list of pro i 
ucts merchandised _ nationally ich 
announced by the B. F. Goodric 
Co. ‘all 
The new horns, made especia 7 
for the company bear the vo 
“Clearway,” in four types, inciue 
ing the Multitone, which . 
distinct notes, controlled by 2 - 
cial button on the steering ee 
Included in the lights in the asin 
line are the Trippe Safety for Po 
lsenger cars and the Supreme 
light. 
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AN’s Production Estimate 
(U. S. and Canada) 


WEEKS ENDED MAY 20, MAY 13 

















240,970 1,100,520 1,656,457 


must Week Same Week 
1 con. Ending Week Ended -_ 
would May 20 1938* May13* Date 
aimed ORS. 31,735 

GEN. MOT ; 19,324 25,472 83,146 
Rhode Chevrolet} ... 20,000 12,000 15,000 50,000 

Od} Buick ........ 4,985 3840 4,881 14,328 

ei! Oldsmobile ... 2,800 1,379 2.736 8,063 
York! pontiac ...... 3,200 1,630 §=3,105 ~—-9,505 
> for! Gad.-LaSalle . 750 475 750 2,250 
vag ,fORD ----- +> 21.910 15,375 21,910 65,785 
Pay | Fordt .--.---- 9,275 15,000 19,275 57,825 
tae | Mercury ..... Re usin 2,000 6,050 
equir. Lin.-Zephyr .. 635 375 635 =1,910 
paij {CHRYSLER .... 18,475 11,400 18,375 55,175 
e ob.| Plymoutht ... 9.575 6,200 9,575 28,725 
“sys. | Dodget ...... 6.200 2,500 6,200 18,600 
ge of| Chrysler ..... 1,400 1,500 1,400 4,300 
ature| De Soto ...... 1,300 1,200 1,200 3,550 
have qUDERAKERt. 2,790 658 2,503 7,957 
tation |VASH ........- 1,200 674 1,054 3,457 
dence UDSON+ ..... 1,300 750 1,300 =: 3,900 

*ACKARD ..... 1,000 950 1,000 3,000 
ssion |fILLYS-OVD.+. 573 t 817 1,439 
itions [GRAHAM ...... 140 * 140 420 
ines }fANTAM ...... 100 t 100 300 
failed as ¢ £ £ 70 
on of JISC.F ....---- 5,760 5,200 5,186 16,321 
Study 
ation] TOTAL....... 81,983 53,581 77,857 
venes Ipeyised. +Includes trucks. +Closed. 
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Jan. 1 
to 
May 21 
1938* 


429,936 
305,005 
56,346 
31,712 
27,333 
9,640 


295,005 
284,600 


210,200 
97,730 
65,695 
26,550 
20,225 


15,580 
12,941 
22,185 
23,435 
7,702 
1,179 
1,892 
265 
80,200 





Canada Car Sales in March 


Below °38; Top February 


MONTREAL. — March sales of 
ew motor vehicles in Canada con- 
‘nued below the 1938 level, the 
otal being 10,100 units, with a re- 
nil value of $11,002,898, compared 
vith 12,321 sold for $13,504,044 in 


Plant Activity 
fntam....steady; 100, five days 
hick....steady; 4,985, four days 
ad.-LaSalle. ...steady; 750, three 


hevrolet. .rise; 20,000, four days 


brysler. .steady; 1,400, four days 
lk Soto. ..steady; 1,300, four days 
bbdge....steady; 6,200, four days 
ae steady; 19,275, five days 
faham....steady; 140, five days 
ludson....steady; 1,300, 412 days 


March last year, according to the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 
Following the usual 


C tee Gain 
Is Major Factor 


In Week’s Upturn 


Jan. 1 DETROIT. — Production this 
to week showed a sharp revival from 
May 20 | the preceding week due largely to 
1939* , an increase of 
626.101 | Automotive News’ almost 5,000 


375,160 | Production Estimate units for Chev- 
rolet alone. The 


38.808 total for the in- 
69,953 dustry is esti- 
16,635 mated at 85,210 
400.617 units for this 
347.257 week as com- 
41.050 pared with a 
12.310 revised estimate 
373,341 of 77,840 units 
187.365 in the week 
123.365 ended May 13. 
34.746" The upturn this 
27.865 week, however, 
: is not looked 
38,636 upon as a trend 
32,268 since the indus- 
oe ane try as a whole 
"Sane held close to 
on the previous 
1515 week’s levels. 
"770 Sales during 


the first 10 days 
of May are ex- 
pected to run 
about the same 
as for the first 
10 days of April 
while both pe- 
riods were well 
above corre- 
sponding peri- 
ods for the pre- 
vious year. In the majority of 


115,501 





seasonal | cases the May rate for individual 
trend, March sales were 78 per-| factories is at about the same pace 
cent in advance of February, the | @S during April. Some companies, 
February number having been 5,-| however, report slight declines 
688 and the value $6,319,722. from the first 10 days in April 


The number of vehicles sold| While others show correspondingly 


The decline noted in 


units, 


months in the financing of new 
and used motor vehicles was con- 
tinued in March, the total being 
10,344 units, financed for $4,278,- 
468, against 12,575, financed for 
| $5,341,318 in the same month last 
year. An advanee of 54 percent 
over the February total of 6,773 
financed for $2,841,516 
marks the commencement of the 
usually heavy spring business. 
During the first quarter of the 
current year 23,440 vehicles have 
been financed to the extent of $9,- 
853,964, compared with 27,416 
units for $12,105,990 in the cor- 
responding period of 1938. 


during the three months ended | Slight gains. 

March was 21,718, for a total of Some of this is accounted for by 
$23,938,889 compared with 26,214/ the fact that many companies in- 
for $29,030,621 to the first quarter 
of 1938. 


recent 
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Passenger Car Registrations 





Three Months, Plus 13 States for April 








April 
to April 
Date Pos. 1939 

Chevrolet ........ 25,592 1 168,990 
eee 18,002 2 £129,014 
Plymouth ........ 14,031 3 102,857 
EUG oe vees estes 7,419 4 55,498 
MPG sc cesciicess 7,097 5 53,958 
oo ae 5,217 6 40,477 
Oldsmobile ...... 4,607 7 37,656 
GHEYSICD coc ccrsss 2,214 10 19,475 
MEGECULY ceccucsas 2,188 11 15,481 
Ue s.c8 he 0 ee 2,310 9 14,847 
DE OUD wk vvcscns 1,808 13 14,064 
Studebaker ...... 2,749 8 13,657 
BNO cucu. Et 12,909 
(yee 1,476 14 10,973 
Cad.LaSalle ...... 1,075 15 9,393 
ee 645 16 5,680 
Willys-Overland .. 334 17 3,082 
STORET sc ccsevse 132 18 1,161 
BUDD ssi vcecvcess 87 19 241 
Miscellaneous 48 539 

TOTAL. 2.00005 98,938 709,952 





augurated strenuous sales cam- 
paigns to kick off the spring sea- 
son on April 1, and these cam- 
paigns are now reaching their 
climax. As a usual rule, however, 
sales increase in volume toward 
the end of the month with each 
following 10-day period running 
ahead of its predecessor. 

Used car sales for the first 10 
days of May have shown remark- 
ably good strength throughout the 
industry. Some of this is attrib- 
uted to the improvement in 
weather while some observers feel 
that it may be due in many cases 
to the fact that employment has 
been considerably better this year 
than in 1938 with a result that 
workers who were unable to re- 
place their cars in 1938 are now 
coming into the market for better 
used cars as the season advances. 





Better Business Management 
Means Better Net Profit 


A request on your letterhead will bring you FREE 
Chapter No. 1 of a practical Home Study Course in 


BETTER BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 
or 
RETAIL AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 


conducted entirely by mail. 
F. ELWOOD HUNT & ASSOCIATES 


540 No. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
Automotive Specialists in Business Management and Accounting 
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1939 

Pos. 1938 
1 = 128,218 
2 113,875 
3 65,239 
4 40,908 
5 28,537 
6 26,520 
7 24,718 
8 13,221 
BS sese 
10 9,319 
11 10,120 
12 9,494 
13 11,480 
14 13,229 
15 6,532 
16 5,169 
17 4,065 
18 1,524 
19 277 
416 
512,861 





Champion, a new six by 
Studebaker in the lowest price 
class, made its debut last month. 
The Champion is new in every 
detail—engine, body, frame and 
running gear elements—to reduce 
deadweight several hundred 
This weight saving pro- 
vides 20-30% greater fuel econ- 
omy. For all stressed units, Stude- 


baker designers 


“Commanders” 








New Passenger Car Registrations, 27 States for April, 1939-1938 


Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and for New York metropolitan area by Sherlock & Arnold 









CHRYSLER 
TOTALS 





| 6105, 11354] 3403 
4023' 6957| 2420 


681, 
539 
405) 
322) 
113) 


Ss -aauin ba ae closed for week 
lincoln... .. steady; 640, five days 
Bi siecea drop; 1,200, three days 
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specified high 
grade structural materials which 
have proved so satisfactory in the 
and “Presidents.” 
Nickel alloy applications include 
engine intake valves of the famil- 
iar Nickel-chromium steel and ex- 
haust valves of the 21-12 alloy, 
comprising 21 percent chromium, 
12 percent Nickel. 
alloy steel has a particularly good 
record in automotive engines be- 
cause of its ex- 
cellent heat and 
corrosion - resist- 
ance. 


INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York, N.Y. 
































































1938 Unit 
Pos. Gain 
1 40,772 
2 15,139 
3 37,618 
4 14,590 
5 25,421 
6 13,957 
7 12,938 
9 6,254 
13 5,528 
11 3,944 
12 4,163 
10 1,429 
8 1,256* 
14 2,861 
15 511 
16 983* 
17 363* 
18 36* 
123 
197,091 


This Nickel 
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Total 13 States 
for April 


Connecticut 














Georgia 











Indiana 
Louisiana 
Maryland 


Minnesota 









Missouri 







Montana 








Nevada 








North Carolina 














Vermont 


Virginia 












Washington 
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for Dealers! 


Thorough Reconditioning 


Builds Real Confidence 


SHREVEPORT, La.—“It has 
been my experience over a period 


of years,” says A. F. Ware, Allan 
Ware Pontiac, Inc., here, “that a 
dealer’s reputation for guaranteed 
reconditioned used cars assists ma- 


terially in securing more used car 
business. Not only does it bring 


more business, but it also assures 


RECONDITIONING of used cars in- 
volves careful aligning of wheels. 


those who buy of being boosters 
who will send still other new cus- 
tomers in addition to returning for 
their next car purchase. 


“I have placed the entire re- 
sponsibility for the used car de- 
partment on my used car man- 
ager, Claude Holmes. First we de- 
termine whether we are justified 
in reconditioning a car or whether 
we should sell it ‘as is’ at a price 
which will assure a quick turn- 
over. 

“Holmes has complete authority 
to order all the necessary repairs 
and reconditioning that will en- 
able him to sell the car at a satis- 
factory price with as quick a turn- 
over as possible. He personally 
checks each car as it comes into 
the inventory, writes up the repair 
order and prices the car according 


NO DETAIL of body and upholstery 
reconditioning is overlooked at Ware’s. 


to his own estimate of its worth 
regardless of the take-in price. 

“Excessive costs are avoided by 
thoroughly reconditioning the car 
from the start, making unneces- 
sary the return of the car to the 
shop. 

“We feel that this policy of re- 
conditioning saves us money, as 
we are able to get more for our 
cars with faster turnover and a 
lower repossession ratio. Then, too, 
our policy adjustments are con- 












trolled to a much lower figure, be- 
cause the cars are thoroughly 
checked and reconditioned before 
the sale is made. 

“I value owner goodwill highly 
and depend greatly on the result- 
ing word-of-mouth advertising 
which brings new prospects as 
well as repeat business. This busi- 
ness, I feel, is profitable to an ex- 
tra degree because shoppers are 
eliminated. This is further proved 
by the high percentage of repeat 
buyers who return to do more 
business with us because we have 
earned their confidence and satis- 
fied them that it is our desire to 
be fair in our dealings with them 
and know that we know how to 
satisfactorily recondition used 
cars. 

“It has been my experience that 
a buyer does not usually criticize 
the make of used car. He buys, 
even if the reconditioning has not 
been thorough, but, rather, is 
prone to blame entirely the dealer 
who sold it to him, thereby hurt- 
ing that dealer’s reputation. 

“Our used car guarantee pro- 
vides additional sales, yet a very 
small amount of work under this 
guarantee is done due to our re- 
conditioning policy. This guaran- 
tee gives the customer assurance 
that should any repairs be neces- 
sary within 30 days we will bear 
50 percent of the cost, providing 
the work is done in our shop. 

“These modern reconditioning 
facilities are used in our adver- 
tising and our salesmen find they 
c@n put to rest any fears the cus- 





COMPLETE engine reconditioning is 
an important part of the Allan Ware 
Pontiac, Inc.’s process. 


tomers may have in getting a 
poorly reconditioned car. 

“At the time of the sale every 
effort is made to encourage buyers 
to return to us for service. Our 
used car guarantee also assures us 
that the customers will return for 
any repairs necessary. I sincerely 
believe that proper reconditioning, 
proper pricing and a square deal 
for the customer bring real re- 
sults.” 


Moto-Scoots Add 
Profits in Dealer 


Service Division 


CHICAGO. — Pick-up and de- 
livery service at one-quarter cent 
per mile is making motor scooters 
as much a part of garage and fill- 
ing station equipment as grease 
racks. About 10,000 of these 
scooters are already in use accord- 
ing to the Moto-Scoot Mfg. Co. 
with estimates for this year’s pro- 
duction set at 10,000. 

Use of scooters for pick-up 
service began in earnest last year 
when it became apparent that $1 
grease jobs and 75c wash jobs can 
be delivered at a profit with these 
low cost units, according to the 
company. A tow bar equipped 
scooter can be attached or re- 
moved from a car in less than a 
minute while anyone can run it 
back to the garage, they claim. 
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Used Car Merchandising 


Se ee 
Dealer Reputation Is Cornerstone of Used Car Sale, 
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Ware used car 


EVERY USED car is thoroughly cleaned inside and out at Allan Ware Pon- 


tiac, Inc. 
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FLOOR AND running board coverings are carefully looked after during the 
appearance reconditioning of used cars at Allan Ware Pontiac, Inc. 


Tennessee Title Law 


Attacked by Dealers 


NASHVILLE, Tenn.—‘The new 
1939 automobile title law is so 
complicated and costly it will pro- 
hibit many dealers from remain- | 
ing in business.” 

This is the consensus expressed | 


by a number of leading dealers 
throughout the state. Sectional 
meetings are being held at stra- 
tegic points to secure funds for a 
court fight to test constitutionality 


| of the law in question. It is be- 


lieved in some quarters that a test 
su‘t will be filed in Chancery 
court, Davidson county, within the 
next two weeks. 
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ig | Used Car Sales [*,; 
In San Antonio [' sales 
Down “bor a y 

for Aprils 3 


SAN ANTONIO, Tex.— ; 
sales for April, as reported t th aby 
dealer-members of the San An W! 4 
tonio Automobile Trade Assn —" 
flected the general decline in } 
an = Lusomotive t 
or this month. Activiti tne s 
ported as follows: ar "ot 

There were 1,226 cars on hang : ak { 
at the start of the month, anf rot co 
912 sold for a unit turnover of ae ate 
percent, against 108 percent folcriety 
March, and a total valuation otha oun 
$265,373. The turnover value wa; iall, 
67 percent against 98 percent forlencernil 
March, the average value was S arodits 
$291 against $282. There wert is, 
1,231 cars on hand at the end of 
the month having a total valua. ‘eb 
tion of $414,552, and an average Nebras 
Maal of $337 against $321 fo} Currer 

arch. ory are 

March figures showed 1,34jpe! CO! 
units sold during the month forjronderit 
a turnover of 108 percent, a totalfail OF ' 
valuation of $377,629, a turnoverpave @ 
value of 89 percent, and an aver.puly fair 
age value of $282. There werp 4 yea! 
1,226 cars on hand at the end offte Apr’ 
the month having a total valua-ji@ very 
tion of $393,985, and an averageple not k 
value of $321. is about 

During April, 1938, there werpear E 
959 cars sold for a turnover of 62) stocl 
percent, a total valuation of $268,-)mes af 
082, a turnover value of 56 per-}" fairly 
cent, and an average value of 
$280. There were 1,501 cars onMonta 
hand at the end of the month hav-] pealer 
ing a total valuation of $462,42%3Jory hay 
and an average value of $308. Jars in s 

In April, 1937, there were 1,309}uite lax 
cars sold for a turnover of 82 per-}nip 
cent, a total valuation of $349,472}. sales 
a turnover value of 85 percent ities hay 
and an average value of $26/Itles a 
There were 1,623 cars on hand alfneag o; 
the end of the month having @hionn tha 
total value of $426,900, and atin, on 
average value of $263. increase. 

During April (1939) there wer: 

18 units junked by four firms New Y 
having a total value of $264.0} | 
and an average value of $14.69. Inj New 
March there were 53 units junked|Metropo: 
by four firms with a total valuejunning 
of $1,392, and an average valu: - fo 
of $26.26. mew Car 


———, nal, alt 
Va. Registrations 


here is 
; socks a 
Show Sharp Rise/"™" 
RICHMOND, Va. (UTPS).—A"\San Fy 
increase of 11,486 vehicle ta} New , 
sold during March and April OV&Ireater 
the number in the same PeTl0llseq ea, 
last year brought a gain of $324-Iyear ag 
146.20 in total collections, the}% joy 
Virginia state division of molar stoc! 
vehicles reported. year age 
There were 379,481 tags sold, briags 
compared with 357,995 the yea Tu | 
before, and collections were 9-1, CSO} 
087,152.82, against $4,763,006.62) 1 - 
or an increase of 6 percent. - 
Passenger tags climbed from ta i a 
295,936 last year to 304,321 during ng i 
the period just ended, and brought}. 
revenues of $3,422,502.48 this yea! U 
against $3,287,025.54. There was @ se 
2 percent gain in passenger ‘%]/ The 
collections, or $8,385. _. | taken 
Collections, broken down intol Car Se 
the various categories, showed] the fol 
revenues from the sale of -_ 
mobile tags this year to be Mar, A 
410,036.64, against $4,237,189. Apr. A 
from the sale of titles, $61,792." May A 
against $54,804.41; from the - June A 
of tags to bus lines, eS ~ é 
i ro | Aug, 
against $462,646.73, an $1241 Sept. A 
Oct, A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 


yTe-May is 
busi-fuieter 
Tades oril bu 











sale of operators’ permits, 

428.13, against $8,366.32. y 
cenicinereenemneenensana= Nov. 

Dec 


Open Inspections |; 

HARRISBURG, Pa. (UTPS) Feb, 
The present period for compu — ) 
inspection of motor vehicles ° ; a 
Pennsylvania opened last weer" 
extends to July 31. Otto F. coal 
ner, deputy revenue secre c 
warned motorists that there ¥! 
no extension of time. 
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=|Field Reports 
~|Complain of 
eiWild Trading 


— [enver 
New car sales have been run- 
ing about 27% above a year ago 
_ |p the average in this area, used 
10 far sales have also kept pace with 
proximately the same increase 
ril er a year ago. Used car stocks 
»up 9% Over a year ago—April 
d carkles being a little less than March 
y the while new car sales in April 
Andhowed about 6% over March. 
»tefay is starting out somewhat 
busi.buieter On new car sales than 
radesipril but used cars seem to be 
€re-oving at a steadier rate. There 
ems to be a continued nervous- 
handbess on the part of the public that 
andis not conducive to free spending. 
of 14Iur sales are said to be of forced 
t forlariety and much complaint is 
NM oft] general among the dealers, 
Wasispecially in the larger centers, 
t forfoncerning inadequacy or absence 
Wasi profits in the major department; 
Werefnat is, Of Mew car sales. 
1d of * * * 


i Nebraska 
Pa Current conditions in this terri- 
ry are, as usual this time of 
ear, considerably hesitant, people 
for wondering whether it was going to 
totalfain or whether we were going to 
overpave @ Crop. New car business 
ver.puly fair, with us scarcely as good 
weres @ year ago and definitely below 
d offte April rate. Used car stocks 
ilua-e Very ample and on the whole 
ragepre not being reduced. This again 
about normal for this time of 
werepitar. Effective reduction of used 
f jar stocks in a good crop season 
263,-;mes after the wheat is harvested 
per-fr fairly assured. 
e of te 
; onMontana 
hav-} Dealers throughout this terri- 
423.lory have a liberal supply of new 
ars in stock. Used car stocks are 
1,309}wite large but are moving out in 
Pel-lair shape at the present. New 
4. }ar sales are spotted. Some local- 
ceni.ities have hit the peak this month. 
‘Bales are running about 20% 
d athhead of 1938. It is my predic- 
8 ‘lion that sales for the year will 
| atin on about that percentage of 
increase, 
were * * 
15, {\ew York City 
9. In) New and Used Car Sales in 
ikedjiletropolitan New York have been 
aluefunning slightly below the normal 
alufével for this time of the year. 
New car stocks are generally nor- 
nal, although in a few instances 
; here is a shortage. Used car 
tocks are running a little above 
se bormal. 
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-AnSan Francisco 

‘a6! New car sales were about 35% 
ovel|feater in April, 1939, over 1938. 
“ Used car sales 50% better than a 
24Wear ago. Stocks of new cars 
theit5% lower than a year ago. Used 
ototlar stocks about the same as one 
ou year ago. 
, " + 

veat| Arizona 
$5,-]|. Tucson used car market is dead. 
5.62, ‘ew cars, few deals and hard to 
t. Phoenix business down 25% 
romjice last report—too much wild 
int tading and slow used car sales. 

1 
eal, 
as a 
tax 


* * # 





Used Car Index 


The average used car prices, 
taken from the weekly Used 


into} Car Selling Prices chart, shows 


wedl) the following: 
uto- High Low 
$4,- Mar. Average ...... 551 494 
.16:/ Apr, Average ...... 549 494 
.12.|/May Average ...... 542 487 
sale} June Average ...... 527. 478 
93.) July Average ...... 525 469 
the}/Aug, Average ...... 528 449 
24-1Sept, Average _..... 515 441 
(Oct. Average ...... 492 425 
‘Nov. Average ...... 481 412 
. Average...... 462 399 


dl Feb Average (’39) .*585 *512 
sory Feb. Average (’39) . 578 519 
ff - Average (’39) . 573 508 
and} April Average (’39). 567 504 
_ May 6, 1939........ 585 521 


bel go uering of higher - priced 


models has lifted national 
| Werage, 





15 


ne eee 
Sun Telegraph; New Orleans Times Picayune; 
Philadelphia Bulletin; Cleveland Plain Dealer; 
Detroit News; Chicago Herald Examiner; Cin- 
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Used Car Selling Prices 


(As Advertised, Week Ending May 6, 1939) 









Actual top and bottom prices on 1936, 1937 
and 1938 Used Cars, as advertised in local 
newspapers of current week. SEDAN prices 
only used in this comparison. Newspapers co- 
operating include: Boston Globe; New York 
Times, World-Telegram; Pittsburgh Press, 


cinnati Post; Denver Post; Los Angeles Times, 
Daily News; San Francisco Chronicle; Seattle 
Times. 
























MAKE Boston N.Y. N.Orl’ns Phila. Pittsb’g Cleve. Detroit Chicago Cin’ti Denver L. Ang. S.Fran. Seattle Nat. Av. 
Buick “40” "385 - —_ |695-795|645-695|785-__—|795- \785- |645-  |645-695|795- _— |865-885|/845-925|845- _—|800-870/745-810 
°879645- —|565-675|595-625| _—- \595- |625- |525-595|595- [587-6 25|725-775|645-745|685-745 675-735|620-680 







36]475- |439-495|465-485) 365-415 |445-495|445-465|445-525|525-595|595- 575-650|464-520 


Buick “50-60” 38] - | -_|795-885| - —|765-845|795-845/675-_|765-__ | = | \865-995|765-875|875-925|790-876 
See "37 [670-695|665-695|625-675|645-795|595-666|645-775| - __—|625-645|795-__|_- \695-785|685-795|735-795|658-740 
495-545|/475-485|375-445|445-550| -  |465-510/475- _|545-_—|565-625|__- _—_—|585-640)/492-545 









|650-695|547-606 























Chevrolet Master Deluxe °38]565-595|575-595|595- | _- —_|495-589|445-495|445-525 /525-575|545-595|585-650|595-675|675- 
"37 J445-475|445-495 395-475 |375-475|445-479|345~435|375-445 |425-465/429-475|525-545|445-495| __- |530-580|432-487 
°961295- _|295-355|325-395|265-365|339-395|275-340/295-_|325-__|345-375|395-425|325-345| _- _—|435-495|326-382 

Chrysler Six "38 [695-|729- _|725-775/650- |665-695|_- _—|585-665|645-665| - _|675-_|745-850/875-__|810-890/688-770 
°37)570-585/529- (495-625, - |495-545/585-|495-_|525-565/445-495/595-|545-595/675- _|650-685|533-596 
96]465- |369-425|395-495, - |345-385| - —|325-395| - __—|395-415|395-_|365-450|__- 

Chrysler Eight 73g]895- |750- (695-750, - (895- (625-665 - | - |695-__|_-__—|800-895|795-845|920-975)754-845 
°37]629-645|559- _|575-650| - —|595-695/450-545| - | - | - «(895-545-595 - _—|740-775|585-685 

375-425, - | -  |395-495|_ - 365-425, -  |590-625/431-492 

De Soto 3B]725- _(625- (625-675, - |645-695|695-_ |625- (685-620-650, - _|710-795|795- __|805-865|668-737 

37] - _|499-545/395-450|465- |435-495/550-|445-__|595-_ | | = 525-565] -  |650-695/488-557 















575- |445-495| -  |515-575|386-464 


*36 



















\465-495|  - 
\285-345|  - 


|425- (525- (425-495) - 
\275-325|375-395|335-345|  - 
\245- (195-245 


\545-595|495-565|565-625|495-552 


395-435, -  |410-450/350-389 


Ford Standard |465-495|575-625| —- 


[327-395/375-425, - 


38 ]495- 
37 4375- 

























Ford Deluxe 
*37 [410-420|425-455/445-495|315-425|369-425| 365-465) 365-395 |425- |365-445/525- 
°361325-340|325-375|275-345)|250- |325-389|245-345|245- |\325-345|295-325/395- 


|610-685|502-547 


475-550|361-412 









Hudson Eight 


| 

ma» | | | | 
(600- | 
| 






















37, - \575-625|  - (545- |345-385|545- | - - | - 610-640|532-580 
36)425- _|445-450|375-425, - | = ~—(265- |= | - 

Hudson Terraplane 38] - | - (589-575,  -  |525-  |595- |645-575|585- | - | -  |650-725| - 
*37|465-475|375-425|395-445|  - _ |345-395|425-455|/425-445 |425-445/445-485, - |495-575|475-595|540-595/437-485 
*36] _- _(215-350/245-295|295- _|299-325|325-  |265-  |375- | - | - 425-475|303-367 






LaSalle *38|999- 


*37|725- 


945-995|895-950| - | -  |825-935|765- (825-845, - ~+|  - 
(695- _|765-825, \665-685|675-685|565-625 |675-725|725-795|695- 


\995- | - 











\450-525|_ - 
(275-325) 
\725-775| 


'375-475|_- 
(265-345 


\545-615|695- _|595-625|453-554 
= |390-425|336-395 











|445-475/475-595 /495-540/525- = |545-550/445-545 |495-545/495-525/545- 
























36) -  |395-  |235-372| - (345-385, - |325- |375- /365-385|415- 
Pontiac Eight 38] -  |145- (650-745, - |695-745|625-665,- \745-.) - | ~~ 
*37)485-5251550- (375-450, - |545- (425-545). - | - | - | - (595-625| -  |630-685|510-563 
*36] - (425-475|250-395, - (375-395, - | - | - | - | - (4%5-525|445-  /495-525|404-460 
Packard 120 38] - (825- |695-735\125- (888- _695-785| - 865-895| - |795-825|950-995|1095- |825-895|797-890 












|645- 
\475- 


525-585/595- 
\325-475/495- 


'595-625|575-675, = - 
'475-495|395-495, = - 


625-665|565-645|745- 
(445-445-495, - 
1525-585|545-575| 
425-465/425-450,  -  |545-595|495-595|535-595|440-505 


|725-875|825-950|745-795|640-720 
(500-625| - |610-660|460-530 
















Plymouth Deluxe 



















































(325-335-365, - |445-495|495-  |455-545|348-425 
Studebaker Dictator "384775- || —- ~—4(545-690/595-675| -  (595-675| -  625-645|625- - 1775-850, - |%50-795|644-730 
"37585-_|425-495/460-565/435- |444-495/415-435/465-475 495-545 |495-525/575-595|575-635| - _|580-620|488-543 
36] - | - 275-425) - '395-399/295-  |275-—(345- (360-395, - (450-500|  -  (485-525/362-430 
Studebaker President *38]945- | - (500-595) - (845- | - - | - (875-625) - 
*87)595- | - (350-475, -  |525-  1495- (625-695 -  |625-675|524-603 


\575- | - | - 7 


| 













|515-560|407-474 








| (345-375; - (445-450) - | - | 2 |3865- | - 450-475, -  |400-425/393-412 
’374265- 249-  '225-325/255-295 | 245-279/275-295/225-245 295- |225- |295- 1295-325] -  |300-330/256-298 
— sh 6d[llc!l eh Ue le Ul le Um eS Fh; 6 nn. 125-175) - |225-295/183-228 


National Average, All Makes, May 6—$521-$585 
National Average, All Makes, Apr. 29—$522-$588 


Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled ex- 

clusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. This is the first time anywhere that bona fide top and bottom 

prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national index 
Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 
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Car Financing 
During March 
Above February 


WASHINGTON.—Wholesale and 
retail automotive financing in 
March ran well ahead of February 
and of March of last year, a cen- 
sus bureau compilation shows. 
Also, for the first three months of 
this year financing was substan- 
tially above the same period of 
1938. 

Wholesale financing in March of 
this year totaled $158,710,782, 
which compares with $128,377,086 
in February and with $91,230,976 
last March. For the first three 
months of this year, financing at 
wholesale amounted to $425,986,- 
883, which is to be placed against 
a total of $245,436,700 in 1938’s 
first three months. 

Retail financing in March ag- 
gregated $120,906,803 against $81,- 
914,862 in February and $96,381,- 
654 last March. For the first three 
months, retail financing totaled 
$284,573,654, while in the corre- 
sponding period of last year the 
aggregate was $234,643,659. 

New car retail financing this 
March totaled $67,200,091, an im- 
pressive increase over the total of 
$42,157,269 for February and $46,- 
999,250 for March a year ago. The 
March, 1939, total of $53,124,912 
for used cars represents a similar 
gain over February of this year 
and March of last. 


The total number of cars in- 
volved in financing operations this 
March was 299,439 against 209,512 
in February and 256,579 last 
March. For the first three months, 
the number of cars was 715,190, 
which is to be compared with 
612,824 units in the same period 
a year ago. 


Nine of the 13 members of the 
Societe des Ingenieurs de 1’Auto- 
mobile, who arrived May 10 on 
the Ile de France to take part in 
the 1939 World Automotive En- 
gineering Congress of the Society 


of Automotive Engineers. They 
will join several French engineers 
who preceded them, and make a 
tour of plants in this country be- 
fore returning to New York to 
participate in the congress which 
opens May 22. 

The delegation was met at 
Quarantine by Henry L. Brown- 
back, who recently returned from 
France where he represented the 
SAE in making the arrangements 
for the itinerary of the delegation; 
John A. C. Warner, SAE secre- 
tary and general manager; C. B. 
Whittelsey jr., assistant secretary; 
and Leslie Peat, chairman, con- 
gress reception committee. 

Standing on the companionway 
ladder on the S.S. Ile de France 
are, left to right: 

Charles M. Salusse, technical 
manager, Societe Nationale de 
Construction de Moteurs, the 





Dodge Announces Changes | 
In Personnel in Key Cities 


DETROIT.—Field staff changes 
in the Dodge division of Chrysler 
Corp. announced this week in- 
clude the _ ap- 
pointment of J. 
A. Cook to the 
post of manager 
of the Minne- 
apolis region. 
Cook’s affiliation 
with the auto- 
mobile industry 
began in 1919, 
his first work 
being that of 
truck salesman. 

Three person- 
nel changes af- 
fecting the business of the Chicago 
region include: L. M. Oltman, un- 
til recently truck representative 
in the Chicago region, has been 
assigned to duties as_ regional 
truck manager. A. E. Thompson, 
district representative in the 
South zone of the Chicago city 
district, has been made regional 
merchandising representative in 
the Chicago region which includes 


"CLOSE-UP" of 


Behiecoment 


KK Limelighted leaders of busi- 
ness... sophisticated socialites... 
people in the front rank of im- 
portant activities always choose 
the Bellevue. It has distinguished 
friends all over the world. 


Include Historic Philadel- 


phia in your Itinerary. 


BELLEVUE-STRATFORD 


IN PHILADELPHIA 





J. A. Cook 





CLAUDE H. BENNETT 


General Manager 





parts of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 


Michigan and Wisconsin. 


J. A. Reynolds, district repre- 
sentative in the Cedar Rapids dist- 
rict of the Chicago region, has 
been transferred to the South zone 
of the Chicago city district. 

In the Philadelphia region Frank 
D. Sheddan has been appointed 
the region’s truck representative, 
with headquarters in Philadelphia. 

In the New York region, H. D. 
Clark, the region’s former truck 
representative in the Albany dist- 
rict has been transferred, as 
district representative to the New 
Brunswick district. 





Registrations Gain 

COLUMBIA, Ss. C.—The motor ve- 
hicle division of the state highway 
department reports that automobile 
registrations at the end of last month 
totaled 278,760, or 14,149 more than the 
264,611 registered in the state at the 
same time last year. 


Republic Promotes Hess 

MASSILLON, O.—Gordon J. Hess, of 
Massillon, assistant manager of sales 
in the alloy division of Republic Steel 
Corp., has been appointed district 
sales manager for Republic at Houston, 
Tex. He will assume his new duties 
June 1, succeeding Charles East, who 
has resigned. 


For news of the men who make 
news in the automotive world, read 
Chris Sinsabaugh’s authoritative 
“Sparks” column. 


NEW YORK 'G 
No advance in rates 
during World’s Fair 


Single from $7 - Double from $9 





Air-Conditioned Rooms Available 


Subway station at hotel 
direct to the World's Fair 


Henry A. Rost, President and Managing Director 


FIFTH AVENUE ¢ at 59th STREET 
SAAR a I A a IE EL OL EOL 


Suites from $15 ° 4 
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French government’s monopoly of 
aircraft, motor vehicle and en- 
gine plants; J. Paul Levi, general 
secretary, Automobile Latil; Andre 
A. Jouve, vice-president, SIA, and 
consultant to automotive manu- 
facturing groups. 


Middle row, left to right: Jean 
M. Brocheriou, manager, Societe 
Nouvelle des Huiles Minerales; 
Charles B. Brull, vice-president, 
SIA, member of SAE, formerly 
director of Citroen Laboratories 
and proving grounds, and presi- 
dent and general manager, So- 
ciety for Improvements of Inter- 
nal Combustion (SPAME) —he 
will present a paper on European 
small cars at the congress; Major 
Henri A. Petit, president, SIA, 
and member of SAE, editor of ‘‘La 
Technique Automobile,’ and con- 
sulting engineer, and head of the 
French delegation to the congress; 
Mme. J. Paul Levi, also a member 
of SIA, and a graduate of Paris 
University; Jean M. Cotal, direc- 
tor and technical manager, So- 
ciete d’Application des Brevets 
Cotal, and inventor of the Cotal 
electro-mechanical epicyclic gear- 
box. 

Front row, left to right: Henry 
L. Brownback, Philadelphia Sec- 
tion, SAE, who returned from 
France recently after making ar- 
rangements for the French dele- 
gation to attend the congress and 
visit automotive manufacturing 
plants; John A. C. Warner; C. B. 
Whittelsey jr.; Xavier V. Morand, 
honorary treasurer, SIA, and man- 
aging director, Westinghouse 
Automobile Brake Co. (France). 

Other members of the delega- 
tion not shown in the picture, 
were: Maurice P. Berger, vice- 
president, SIA, and member of 
SAE—he is manager of the French 
Automobile Bureau of Standards, 
president of the International 
Automobile Bureau of Standards, 
and professor in the National 
School of Motors; Antoine K. 
Spitzer, formerly official of Cit- 
roen and representing several 
French companies while in the 
United States; Pierre L. Morian, 
Dunlop branch manager; Marcel 
E. Salsmann, supervisor of motor 
vehicles for several French trans- 
portation companies. 





A teature story, spotlighting the suc- 
cessful operations of an outstanding 
truck dealer, appears in every issue of 
the truck section of Automotive News. 


Special to Automotive News 

HACKENSACK, N. J. — A pro- 
gram designed to curb the irre- 
sponsible automobile salesman of 
the so-called floater type is being 
undertaken by the Hackensack Au- 
thorized New Car Dealers. 

Leading a discussion of the sub- 
ject at a recent meeting of the 
dealer group which advocated con- 
trol of unscrupulous salesmen, 
William J. Sproat emphasized that 
the majority of salesmen are not 
of this type. 

“But for a long time,” he 
asserted, “the automobile business 
has been afflicted with the floater 
type who drifts from dealer to 





Gas Consumption 


Continued Climb 
In 1938 Over 1937 


WASHINGTON.—Gasoline con- 
sumption in 1938 increased slightly 
over that for the preceding year 
according to statistics collected by 
the U. S. Bureau of Public Roads 
from state agencies. Net taxes 
amounting to $766,853,000 were 
received by the states on 19,610,- 
000,000 gallons of gasoline. Mis- 
cellaneous receipts brought the 
total to $772,060,000. The average 
tax was 3.96 cents per gallon. No 
state made a change in tax rate 
during the year. 

Gross collections of the tax 
amounted to $817,281,000 but re- 
funds and deductions for distribu- 
tors’ expenses amounting to $50,- 
428,000 reduced the net receipts 
to the above amount. 

Refunds of the tax were made 
on 1,182,618,000 gallons and ex- 
emptions were allowed on 614,- 
290,000. 


Meeting Dates Set 


HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS) —The 
33rd annual meeting of the Pennsyl- 
vania Motor Federation will be held 
on May 25 and 26 at the Hotel Casey 
in Scranton, it was announced this 
week by Richard B. Maxwell, secre- 
tary-manager. The federation is com- 
posed of 63 AAA clubs throughout the 
state with a membership of more 
than 160,000. 


Jersey Dealer Meeting 

ASBURY PARK, N, J.—A conference 
of the’ New Jersey Automotive Trade 
Assn., whose membership is repre 
sentative of dealers in all parts of the 
state, is scheduled to be held here 
June 7. Program details have not yet 
been announced. 
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The program advanced 
dealers, it was announced, on : 
clude a salesman’s register in the 
hands of a secretary. In it will 
be included the names an 
dresses of all salesmen in new 
and used car departments of 
agencies affiliated with the Hack. 
ensack Authorized New Car Deal. 
ers. Complete records of the Sales. 
man’s previous employment an 
his activities in the automobile 
business will be kept for the guid. 
ance of the organization, Men 
whose records are questionable will 
not be employed by any of the 
dealers nor retained if now found 
employed by any of the group, 
The secretary’s office will serve as 
a clearing house for this important 
phase of the business, centralizing 
control and information as a pro. 
tection to the automobile buyer 
and dealer. 


Walter Shea, president of the 
local dealer group, appointed an 
ethics and public welfare commit. 
tee consisting of Sproat, Secre. 
tary Richard J. Brust and Frank 
— Jr., who will detail this 
plan. 


control and pp. 





Fishers Sell Lumber 
Interests in Tenn. 


MEMPHIS, Tenn.—Sale of the 
Fisher Lumber Corp, timber on 
16,000 acres, its two large band- 
mills at Wisner and Ferriday, La. 
and the manufactured lumber on 
adjacent yards to Kellogg Lumber 
Co. of Monroe, La. was confirmed 
at the Memphis plant. The price 
was not disclosed. 


By the sale the company will 
retire from the manufacture of 
hardwood lumber for sale, though 
a large quantity on Memphis 
yards will be sold. It will con- 
tinue in North Memphis the man- 
ufacture of dimension stock and 
body parts for use by subsidiaries 
of General Motors. 


AN’s Almanac, published once a year, 
is considered THE reference book 
wherever automotive information 1s 
desired. 





Hudson Reassigns Personnel 


In Leading Selling Regions 


DETROIT.—Promotions and 
reassignments in the sales depart- 
ment of the Hudson Motor Car 
Co. were announced today by 
George H. Pratt, general sales 


manager. The appointments are in 
connection with the nationwide 
merchandising program promoted 





MERCHANDISING LUBRICATING products from a Fruehauf merchandiser 


trailer has proved so successful for the Standard Oil Co. of Kentucky that it is 
now putting a second similar unit into service. The interior of the merchan- 


diser is arranged to provide an attractive displays of practically all of the | 
merchandse marketed by the Standard Oil Co. Primarily, however, the exhibit | 


by the company now in progress. 
N. K. VanDerzee was nam 
zone manager for Greater New 
York, New Jersey and contiguous 
territory, and Fred D. Turrill ap- 
pointed to the post of zone mal- 
ager for the Cincinnati territory 
comprising sections of Ohio, Indi- 
ana and Kentucky. aah 
In the eastern sales division 
under H. F. Byrne, six new >. 
gional sales managers were 4 
pointed. They are: L. C. arrene 
Boston; D. E. Thomas, Albany; *- 
H. Barbee, Philadelphia; Ross 
Williams, Detroit; A. F. Torglet, 
Cleveland, and G. W. Estaver, 
Greensboro. H. F. Whitmore con- 
tinues as regional manager @ 
Atlanta, Ga. Fete 
In the midwest sales division 
under C. G. Beeching, the new 
regional managers are: \ 
Braun, Cincinnati; R. G. Donahue, 
Minneapolis; L. M. Cregor, 
Moines; R. C. Hockett, 
City, and D. R. Slaughter, 
phis. C. R. Collins of Chicago “ 
J. S. Oliver of Dallas continue @ 
regional managers. eh 
In the Pacific coast divisioD 
headed by H. P. Grove, dot 
ceiving appointments as - 
managers were B. L. Hyland 


within the trailer displays the equipment and materials used for lubrication. | L. J. Kearns. 
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maybe longer. Production actually 
¢arted Mar. 9 and in April more 
e(| han 8,000 had come off the lines. 


* * * 


. NATURALLY the introduction 
 andi¢ such a fast-moving car has 
rh stepped up the count on the dealer 
ed t,jody, Keller told this district at- 
rney. In the first three months 
of this year he added 136 new out- 
» weg tts: the coming of the Champion 
ae. ave him 164 in April and the 
way things are going this month 
he expects the May count will be 
997, which should make Stude- 
We lpaker’s total strength in the field 

‘lpproximately 2,600. 

The rest of the family, the Com- 
mander and President, also have 
"Ipeen moving strong, so that as of 
st Tuesday from announcement 
time in September, Studebaker’s 
“I~ctory sales for the three lines 
"Ihave been 59,159. 

The cross examination brought 
wt that registrations for the first 
‘4.123 states received for the month 
of April show Studebaker (the 
three lines) in eighth position, 
quite a jump in standing as com- 
pared with 1938’s April. 

* * * 

BEFORE HE climbed down 
from the witness stand, Keller told 
of other operations—how he has 
added to his field forces two who 
long have been prominent in the 
automobile industry — Courtney 
Johnson, former sales manager of 
Nash, who is Studebaker regional 
supervisor with headquarters in 
Chicago, and Arthur Chanter, 
former president of Pierce-Arrow, 
who is assigned to an executive 
in Boston, Thomas F. Laughlin, 
who had long held an executive 
position on the Pacific coast, has 
been brought to South Bend as 
assistant sales manager at the 
home office. 
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4. His export business is reported 
exceptionally good. The Champion 


is just about on the market in 
foreign countries and reports to 
Arvid Frank, in charge of export, 
tell of the warm welcome given 
the little fellow, which leads Frank 
to predict that about 12 percent of 
the Champion production will go 
abroad. One of his customers is 
Henley, Limited, one of the big- 
gest automobile distributors in the 
world, Frank says. 

con- es « 

TO PROVE the point about the 
export situation, I was shown con- 
gratulatory telegrams from such 
mportant outlets as Edgar C. 
Matta of Kingston, Jamaica; Met- 
ropolitan Auto Co., of Havana, 
Cuba; S. Diman, of Helsinki, Fin- 
land; d’Ieteren Freres, of Brussels, 
Belgium; C. C. Fagan, of Durban, 
South Africa; the Manila Motor 
Co, of Manila, Philippine Islands, 
and others. The cable companies 
sure must have made some money 
out of those messages. 

* * * 


KELLER ALSO is priming the 
sales promotion pump in various 
aid sundry ways, not the least 
mportant pep idea being a Hells- 
poppin’ $60,000 sales contest with 
1400 cash and merchandise prizes 
4 which dealers and salesmen are 
ligible and which now is under 
Way. In this it is not Champion 
one but also the Commander, 
President and the trucks. 
Commendable too is turning 
he limelight on the Champion and 
taking owners conscious that it’s 
in easy way to go to either world’s 
air or both of them for that mat- 
*t, if they take to the highroad. 
To prove it is a cheap as well as 
‘Pleasant way, a Champion al- 
___ Rady is on its way from San 
sion Francisco to New York, due to 
itive tonight, which will tell the 
- Public the costs of such a trip and 
‘ow long it takes. It’s a smart idea, 
%, making the demonstration 
der sanction of the American 
Automobile Assn. 
and * *« «¢ 


e & | CROWELL STAGED its annual 
*attle of the Knives and Forks in| 











ioD, troit last Tuesday with its| 
i. i €rican Magazine luncheon at| 
on 4 Statler for its advertising cli- 





ae including prospects. Assistant 
itor Al Benjamin, who directed 
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(Continued from Page 1) 


the show, gave us a glimpse of 
some of his leading contributors 
like Clarence Buddington Kelland, 
Tom Gill, Charles Hoffman and 
P. Hal Sims, champion bridge 
player. We saw them in the flesh 
and they were 100 percent in their 
talks. 

Benjamin smugly told us the 
show was put on “through the 
courtesy of the editorial depart- 
ment” of the American Magazine 
but J. B. Scarborough, American 
advertising manager, in his talk 
said it was “through the courtesy 
of the advertisers,’ which quip 
went well with said advertisers at 
the tables. Looking around said 
tables, I thought the invitation list 
was made up from AN’s Automo- 
tive Almanac’s “Who’s Who,” for 
it seemed as if most of the big 
shots in the industry were there. 

cad * a 

ARNON BENSON, former gen- 

eral manager of the National 
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Automobile Dealers Assn., is lis- 
tening to what the udder folks 
have to say now that his new job 
is that of assistant to the president 
of the National Dairy Council, 
with headquarters in Chicago. 

* * * 

BOB McGRAW, Chevrolet 
dealer in Wheeling, Westbygawd 
Virginia, is home, the last of the 
rear guard of the recent NADA 
conclave in San Francisco and 
chuckling over what happened on 
the train coming from Los Angeles. 

Of course Slim Barnard of the 
LA Examiner was chairman of the 
committee that ooshed Bob out of 
town and put him on the train. 
As he was climbing aboard his 
friends yelled, “Good by, governor; 
come again,’ which remark was 
overheard by the porter. Bob 
doesn’t look unlike Gov. Landon 
and the whispering gallery soon 
informed the stewardess that Gov. 
Landon was on board. Bob got all 
the attention that a Landon would 
have got and the second day out 
the stewardess asked him for his 
autograph. 

McGraw didn’t know that the 
stewardess thought he was Landon 
and asked how he should sign it. 


In the smooth functioning of motor 


cars, trucks and buses the automo- 


tive designer knows well the impor- 


tance of Hyatt Quiet Roller Bearings 


... how efficiently they operate .. . 


conserve power...obviate wear, at- 


tention and replacement. All made 


possible by the qualities of speed 







“With sincere regards, Alfred 
Landon,” replied the stewardess 
and Bob complied. At the end of 
the trip the porter came up apolo- 
getically and said: “Well, governor, 
I must admit that I didn’t vote for 
you, but you certainly have been 
a swell passenger.” 
* * * 

IN COL. E. J. Hall, Reo has a 
general manager who is not un- 
known to the 
automobile 
industry, for his 
case history 
shows a long list 
of accomplish- 
ments inthe 
automotive engi- 
neering field. In 
1908, out on the 
west coast, he 
was__ responsible 

ay for the Comet, 

Col. E. J. Hall which led _ into 
the Hall Scott 

Motor Co. of Berkeley, Calif., 
building motor boat engines. Fol- 
lowed the Ruckstell axle, which 
in 1916 was taken ‘over by Ford. 

Then the colonel merged Hall- 
Scott with the American Car & 
Foundry Co., making motor buses. 





17 


Along with Col. Jesse Vincent of 
Packard, he worked on the gov- 
ernment’s Liberty aviation motor. 
In 1930-31 he became vice-presi- 
dent in charge of engineering of 
the De Vaux-Hall, which made the 
De Vaux at Grand Rapids, Mich. 
When that folded up Citroen, the 
Henry Ford of France, grabbed 
him to readjust his production sys- 
io Now he goes to Lansing for 
eo. 








De Soto Promotes 


Arnold in Dallas 


DETROIT.—The appointment of 
Richard William Arnold to the 
position of De Soto regional man- 
ager for the Dallas, Texas, region 
was announced this week by J. 
B. Wagstaff, general sales man- 
ager of the De Soto division of 
Chrysler Corp. 

Before his promotion to this 
post, Arnold was merchandising 
manager for De Soto in the Los 
Angeles region. In his new exec- 
utive position he will represent 
De Soto in a region that iacludes 
Texas, eastern and southern New 
Mexico and southern Oklahoma. 





and endurance we build into them. 


And each succeeding year as they 


grow greater in performance they 


are used in greater numbers. Hyatt 


Bearings Division, General Motors 


Sales Corporation, Harrison, New 


Jersey; Detroit, Chicago, Pittsburgh 


and San Francisco. 


WYATT ler Bearings 
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SYNOPSIS 


; Entering into the automobile era, the author, in the last several 
instalments, has dealt with two important subjects which helped 
make history—who built the first American gas car, Duryea, he 
decided; and the first shows in New York and Chicago. With this 
instalment he dips his ladle into the alphabet soup and gives the 
chronology of the different associations that have represented the 
manufacturers since the turn of the century. It alwaus has been a 
brainmuddler to classify them and determine who's who in assocta- 
tions but the author feels he has been most successful in unscram- 


bling them—put them in their places, as it were. 
Chapter XX—Alphabet Soup 


Chronology of the Associations 


(National Assn. of Automobile Manufacturers) 
N.A.A.M.—Organized on or about Dec. 1, 1900; 38 charter mem- 
bers, 24 vehicle makers and 14 associate members; 
existence of organization terminated in April, 1913. 
(Association of Licensed Automobile Manufacturers) 


A.L.A.M.—Organized Mar. 5, 1903; 18 charter members; existence 
of organization terminated in 1910. 
(American Motor Car Manufacturers Assn.) 


A.M.C.M.A.—Organized February, 1905; 20 charter members; 
existence of organization terminated in February, 
1910, with 45 members. 
(Automobile Board of Trade) 


A.B.T.—Organized in April, 1911; 40 members; existence of organ- 
ization terminated in April, 1913. 
(National Automobile Chamber of Commerce) 


a Apri}, 1913; 122 members; changed name in 


(Automobile Manufacturers Assn.) 


A.M.A.—Organized in 1934. 

Charles Clifton was president of the A.L.A.M. from 1905 through 
1910; president of A.B.T. from 1911 through 1913; president of 
N.A.C.C. from 1913 through 1926. 

Roy D. Chapin was president of the N.A.C.C., 1927-28. 

Alvan Macauley was president of the N.A.C.C. from 1928 to 1934, 
when the organization was renamed A.M.A. He has been pres- 
ident of the A.M.A. since 1934. 


* * * 

In the last three or four instalments of the Saga I have 
been feeding ‘‘my public” on alphabet soup—NAAM, ALAM, 
AMCMA, ABT, NACC, with AMA for a stirrup cup. And 
mebbe “my public” has been wondering what it all is about. 
So to clarify the atmosphere, I’ll next take up the story of 
the various associations which have had to do with the de- 
velopment of the automobile industry, for among the mis- 
conceptions that have sprung up in recent years is the idea 
that there has been a direct succession in the lines of associa- 
tions of automobile manufacturers, from the first in the 
early days down to the present Automobile Manufacturers 
Assn. Chronologically, I may be getting ahead of myself 
in the Saga, but while I am about it I might as well finish 
the job which I took over when I started on Motor Age in 
1905 and tried to learn what had happened in the automobile 
industry before I returned to my old boss of the bicycle 
days, Norton H. Van Sicklen, Sr. 

So I am going to carry through on the shows for the 34 
years that followed after I jined up with the automobile 
industry. So, in my twilight, I am skinning back over the 
records and in this rebound year of 1939 I find that although 
association activities have been carried on under seven differ- 
ent names, only three have been in direct line of succession. 
The first was formed in 1903, to operate under the sway of 
the Selden patent as the Association of Licensed Automobile 
Manufacturers. Its dominant idea was to exercise a salu- 
tary control over the infant industry by means of the all- 
covering Selden patent owned by the members, as well as 
by a large group of other patents owned by the members. 

This conception of the purposes of licensing was entirely 
different from that of the later cross-licensing agreement 
developed by another association, the Automobile Chamber of 
Commerce, for the purpose of economic protection against the 
waste of cross-litigation among members of the group. The 
former was a plan to exclude, and the latter not to exclude, 
since it did not bar anyone from entering upon the manu- 
facture of automobiles. 


NAAM Promoted Shows 

Prior to the ALAM, however, there has been formed the 
National Assn. of Automobile Manufacturers largely for the 
purpose of promoting national automobile shows. S. T. Davis 
of the Locomobile Co. of America, was its first president and 
he held that office for three years until the ALAM was 
formed. Even then it did not go out of existence, although it 
was somewhat in the background because of the fight over 
the Selden patent. It continued on through 1913, with M. J. 
Budlong taking over in 1903. 

Back in my kid days on Bearings this Budlong and | were 
quite pally. Bud had been quite a racing man when he lived 
in Rockford, Ill. Bob Garden, who was manager 0! the 
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Chicago branch of the Columbia bicycle, and also promoter 
of the Pullman road race, discovered he was a speed mer- 
chant and he brought him to Chicago to work for him as a 
salesman because of his racing ability. Bud and I started 
from the same mark in the 1893 Pullman road race. We 
Started, that’s all. Neither of us covered ourselves with 
glory. Later on Bud was taken up by the Electric Vehicle 
Co., which succeeded the Pope Mfg. Co., which had been the 
manufacturer of the Columbia bicycle, and Bud was presi- 
dent of Electric Vehicle when he became president of the 
NAAM. In his later days, and that wasn’t far back from 
the present, he was Cadillac distributor in Providence, R. I. 

But I am digressing—I’ve been thinking of those days 
“when we were 21.” So let’s get along with our NAAM 
chronology. Windsor T. White—of course he was a scion 
of the family that built the White steamer—was president in 
1904. 12. H. Cutler of Knox was tops in 1905-6 and in 1907 
Albert Pope—of the Hartford Popes—held the job. Tom 
Henderson of Winton had it in 1908; Sidney Waldon of 
Packard in 1909; L.. H. Kitteridge of Peerless in 1910. In 
1911, ’12 and ’13, our beloved William E. Metzger—Bill to 
everyone and who took over as a distributor national sales 
for Cadillac at its start-off and who is credited with being 
the first distributor in the industry—was president. And then 
the NAAM passed out of the picture because the Selden suit 
had been settled and the industry as a whole—save Ford— 
had become the National Automobile Chamber of Commerce. 


The Association of Licensed Automobile Manufacturers, 
because of the Selden patent, came into existence in 1903 and 
Fred L. Smith, of the Olds Motor Works was its first presi- 
dent, a job he held for two years. In 1905 Col. Charles 
Clifton, of Pierce-Arrow took over and held office 
through 1909 when peace was declared in the industry. 

Backing up a bit and returning to the scrap in the industry 
brought about by the Selden patent, there sprung up the so- 
called “independents,” none of them licensed under the Selden 
patent. This was the American Motor Car Manufacturers 
Assn., which at one time had about 60 members. It carried 
on its separate existence and activities, holding its own annual 
shows in competition with the “licensed” shows, until 1909 
when the Selden patent was declared “valid but not in- 
fringed.” Thereupon the members of this group, all with 
the exception of the Ford Motor Co., acquiesced in the 
validity of the Selden patent, becoming members of the 
ALAM as allowed to do so, and the “independent” associa- 
tion was disbanded. Only five of the old members of the 
AMCMA, however, were permitted to become members of the 
ALAM. 

In passing I might mention that Alfred Reeves, now vice- 
president and general manager of the Automobile Manufac- 
turers Assn. and its predecessors, was the militant general 
manager of the “independents” and promoted their competi- 
tive shows. 


AMCMA Short-Lived 


The AMCMA had a short life—five years. Its first presi- 
dent was the late Senator James Couzens, who was Henry 
Ford’s partner. He held the office for two years, being suc- 
ceeded by Benjamin Briscoe, of Maxwell-Briscoe, and later 
organizer of the United States Motor Co., which, for a time, 
was a rival of General Motors, who served two terms. H. O. 
Smith, president of Premier of Indianapolis, succeeded him 
and at the end of Smith’s first term the organization passed 
into the shadows, its job done. 

In 1911, following the overthrow of the monopoly control 
of the Selden patent, the ALAM was disbanded. Soon after- 
wards, a new association was formed, the Automobile Board 
of Trade, which was joined by former members of the 
ALAM and by former licensees of the Selden patent, who 
had not been allowed to become members of the ALAM. Col. 
Clifton served as president of the ABT for its two years of 
existence. 

Contemporary with this new association was the National 
Association of Automobile Manufacturers, which was prin- 
cipally a Chicago show-sponsoring body. This dual show- 
sponsorship, one for the New York show and the other for 
Chicago, led in 1913 to their merger into a single group con- 
solidating show sponsorship and other activities, the Auto- 
mobile Chamber of Commerce, later changed to the National 
Automobile Chamber of Commerce, and finally, during the 
term of the National Recovery Act, to the present Automo- 
bile Manufacturers Assn, 

Naturally the AMA is so new to us that we still think of it 
as the NACC—just like Automotive News is called Autoino- 
tive Daily News, its former title, which was abandoned three 
years ago. Col. Clifton, who had reigned as the ALAM 
president and president of the ABT during their lives, was 
seated on the throne of the NACC in 1914 and he held the 
job until his retirement in 1916, giving way to the late Roy 1. 
Chapin, president of Hudson, who served for a single year. 
Then Alvan Macauley, president of Packard and now its 
board chairman, succeeded him for six terms under NACC 
and he has held his job ever since, even after the name 
changed to AMA. 


Editor’s Note: This is the twentieth instalment of Chris 
Sinsabaugh’s memoirs. Subsequent instalments will ap- 
pear in succeeding issues of Automotive News. 








Lowell Thomas 
Talks on Duryeg 


DETROIT.—The ot : 
Lowell Thomas, ian. come 
tator, whose sponsor is Blue rg 
oco, talked over the air ng 
Springfield, Mass., at which fe 
he gave Jerry Duryea an op sa 
tunity to bring to a 
of the United States 
his father built the fi 
gas car. Which was 
ing backup of the dec 


the fact that 
rst American 


ision arrived 


at by Chris Sinsabaugh jn his 
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auto-biography, “Who, Me?” 
eral weeks ago. In case you 
have missed Thomas that n 
here’s the script of his talk 
ing on the subject: 


ight, 
bear. 


Ind., 
Haynes, one of the automobile 


pioneers, told the story of how her f° 
father had built his first car. That 


radio episode created quite a 


the attention f* 
an. interest. ay 


sev. hy 
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“Some weeks ago in Koko ordi 
mo, fe 
the daughter of Elwood 









hullabaloo. An avalanche of let- fren 


ters and telegrams poured in say- 


ing: ‘Why, don’t you know that } 


the first car was built by Charles 
Duryea?’ For example, one of the 
messages came from the distin. 
guished head of Automotive News 
which is known as the newspaper 
of the automobile world. Said 
Publisher George Slocum: ‘Oy; 
editor has determined that it was 
Duryea who built the first car.” 


“The son of Charles Duryea jis 
here at this dinner. Jerry Duryea, 
the automobile in America is ap- 
parently 47 years old. Is that so?” 


“Mr. Duryea: ‘Right. And the 
Sm‘thsonian Institute in Wash- 
ington credits my father with 
having built it!’ 


“Lowell ‘“homas: ‘And that 
would make Springfield, Mass., the 
home of the first automobile?’ 


“Mr. Duryea: ‘Absolutely. | 
have devoted years of effort to 
clearing up the old controversy. 
I have devoted a considerable part 
of my life to settling the point. 
And, it is now admitted, by all, 
that Springfield was the home of 
the automobile.’ 


“Lowell Thomas: ‘I for one 
ought to be deeply grateful to 
your father, because it is not only 
gas that makes the automobile go 
but it is also Blue Sunoco gas 
that makes my broadcast go.” 


Saga Salutes 
and Suggestions 
Oop! 


The cars pictured on page 22 
of your May 13 issue (in Chris 
Sinsabaugh’s “Who, Me?”) as 
shown at the 1910 Chicago show 
are Ramblers. 
wood wheels, the brass-edged 
radiators with curving fin lines, 
the shift lever and the steering 
wheel are unmistakable. 

On the 23rd of September this 
year I will have completed my 
25th consecutive year selling 
Cadillacs and LaSalles—six years 
in Cleveland and 19 in Columbus, 
something of which I am most 
proud.—Don Cole, president of the 
Columbus Motor Car Co., Colum- 
bus, O. 


Make it Marbles 


Money or marbles says the car's 
shown in the foreground in the 
picture of the 1910 Chicago show 
in Chris Sinsabaugh’s “Who, ~ 
in your May 13 issue are Ram’- 
lers from Kenosha, made by = 
Thomas B. Jeffery Co., 1909-190 
model. I was looking at one like 
them last Saturday in the museum 
at Princeton, Mass.—Jerry Duryes, 
Springfield, Mass. 

* * * 

Editor’s Note: Chris mae: 
baugh admits he purpose t 
called ’em Oldsmobiles to fin 
out if his Saga was being a 
by “my public”, as he terms 
readers. Now he is convinc® 
that at least two of them a 
following him on his recita . 
his memories of 100 years 
rubber. 
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" Re its 50th anniversary this year. 


fay 
Encourage 


cial to Automotive News 


NEW YORK.—Wall Street is 
ted before long to give its 
dict on what to expect in the 
of business activity in the 
and winter of 1939-40. The 
imal undoubtedly will be given 
, the New York stock exchange 
nd the smaller stock markets 
broughout the country. 
There is at present a wide dif- 
ence of opinion as to what the 
dict will be, just as there was 
wh a divergence a year ago at 
is time. The first signal that the 
ick markets have made up their 
nds is likely to be an increase 
, the volume of trading. Price 
hanges in recent weeks have 
nn out of proportion to amount 
transactions and these fluctua- 
ins will continue to be without 
wech weight in the opinion of 
mall Street as long as trading re- 
~ins in so small a volume. 
It will take more than a day 
so of active trading, with prices 
ving rather sharply in one di- 
stion or the other, to indicate 
hat a turn has come or is near. 
o, the increase in activity and 
» or downswing in prices must 
we as their basis news other 
han developments in Europe 
hort of actual war) if a key to 
imestic business is to be given. 
It will be recalled that in June 
last year, after a period of dull 
nding in the stock markets, there 
as a sudden spurt in activity and 
ries began a sharp upward 
nvement. This was Wall Street’s 
ay of saying that in its opinion 
mproving business was ahead for 
he fall and winter of 1938-39. In 
hat case, the verdict was correct, 
nd it must be said that stock 
ices are more often right than 
ong in reflecting the outlook for 
iness activity. That is the rea- 
m that the stock markets always 
raw the attention of business 
nen whether or not they have a 
ect stake in the market itself. 
Those who study the technical 
ide of the market, point out one 
sent favorable indication. They 
whtfully say that in more times 
han not after a long period of 
trading such as has been 
nder way for some time, the next 
mportant move is upward. But 
here is not an invariable rule, 


ales Conference 
arks 50th Year 


or New Departure 


BRISTOL, Conn.—New Depar- 
e’s sales-engineers have just 
turned to their respective posts 
lowing a three-day conference 
hlled by Lester G. Sigourney, 
fneral sales manager at the home 
tice here. 
The program included a dis- 
ion of sales problems and a 
sitation of the plants at Bristol 
nd Meriden, Conn., to acquaint 
he sales staff with the new ma- 
ials and processes in operation 
) further improve the quality of 
tw Departure ball bearings. 
At a dinner in connection with 
€ meeting F. G. Hughes, general 
anager, traced the history and 
ievements of the New Depar- 
€ company, which is celebrat- 
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street Awaits Exchange Verdict on 1939-40 Outlook 











Car Sales Reports 


Stock Traders 


particularly in regulated markets 
such as now exist. There is a 
growing conviction that some of 
the old market maxims will have 
to be forgotten now that the stock 
exchanges have government regu- 
lation, plus more careful internal 
control than ever before. 

There are some who even main- 
tain that the market may be losing 


Stock Averages 
Last This Year 
Week Week Change Ago 
24 motors 29.50 27.41 -—2.09 18.52 
10 car-truck cos. 31.11 28.77 —234 19.75 
10 parts-access. ..21.80 2065 —1.15 16.18 
4tire-rubbers ..22.57 20.86 —1.71 15.57 


its ability to forecast the business 
trend with the accuracy of the 
past. 

Wall Street found the reports of 
automobile sales in the first 10 
days of May to its liking and wel- 
comed the upward revisions in 
estimates of production for June 
and July. But, as has been pointed 
out before, the chief interest now 
centers on the outlook for fall and 
winter and that is what the mark- 
ets are trying to make up their 
minds about. 

After several weeks of upturn, 
automotive stock prices lost 
ground in the latest week covered 
by the Automotive News aver- 
ages. They lost a little more than 
the ground gained in the preced- 
ing week, leaving considerable 
gains over their lows of March 
and early April. 


Upward Trend 
In Steel Rate 


Expected Soon 


YOUNGSTOWN, O. — Although 
overshadowed by unsettlement in 
prices of flat-roller products, the 
recent downward trend in steel 
demand and production is meet- 
ing increased resistance, major 
steel plant executives here said 
this week. 

Outstanding in last week’s mar- 
ket was increased demand from 
farm equipment and road ma- 
chinery builders. Tinplate produc- 
tion was sustained at 70 percent. 
Automotive buying, recently at a 
low ebb, is expected to turn up- 
ward with additional purchases in 
the near future. 

Most steel-making centers held 
to unchanged operations last week 
with the Youngstown area slipping 
from 43 to 42 percent of capacity, 
which rate will probably be main- 
tained throughout the current 
week, with indications that it will 
start upward within a few days. 

Price cutting on sheets and strip 
was reported as fairly general 
after being localized in the De- 
troit area for several weeks, 
operators here revealed. A moder- 
ate stimulus in steel orders and 
operations may be looked for with 
partial resumption of mining now 
assured, it was asserted. 


20 MINUTES TO THE 
WORLD’S FAIR 


One Block East of Park Ave. 
Opposite the Waldorf-Astoria 


@ Spacious rooms, beauti- 
fully furnished, ample closet ts 
space. Within a few blocks of 8 
Grand Central Terminal, 
easily accessible to other 
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ter, theatre and shop- 
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taurant.Air-conditioned. 
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FOUR YEARS of planning and intensive effort have effected important man- 
ufacturing economies in the plant of the Packard Motor Car Co. A bridge gues 
completed, which joins two major sections of the plant, shares importantly in 
the whole project. The concrete, brick and steel span, 150 feet long and 39 feet 
wide, arches across East Grand Blvd., one of Detroit’s principal thoroughfares. 
With the completion of the bridge, ‘all ——y oy | divisions of the mile- 
long Packard plant, excepting only the forge shop and foundry, are now tied 
together. They are all accessible to each other for the transport of materials 

y mechanical conveyor lines, which alone is said to make possible a big gain 
in manufacturing economy. 


Shaler Profit 


WAUPUN, Wis.—The Shaler Co. here 
reported a profit of $8,375 in the first 


that of May to date has been holding 
even with a year ago. 


quarter of this year ‘Saninet a loss of| Williams to Chek-Chart 


.252 in the comparable 1938 period. CHICAGO.—The Chek-Chart Corp. 
ales of the firm totaled $172,000 in| has announced the appointment of 
the first quarter compares with tre -| George Williams as assistant sales 
000 a year earlier. illiam Fleming,| manager, to be located at the com- 
jr., president, said April business and pany’s headquarters office in Chicago. 


Usage of Rubber 
Off 12% for April 


NEW YORK.—Consumption of 
crude rubber by manufacturers in 
the United States during the 
month April, 1939 is estimated to 
be 44,166 long tons, which com- 
pares with 50,165 long tons dur- 
ing March, 1939. April consump- 
tion shows a decrease of 12% 
under March but is 48.6% over 
April a year ago according to 
statistics released by the Rubber 
Manufacturers Assn., Inc., today. 
Consumption for April, 1938 was 
29,730 (revised) long tons. 

This organization reports gross 
imports of crude rubber for April 
to be 29,601 long tons, a decrease 
of 24.1% under the March figure 
of 38,989 long tons, and 3.9% 
under the 30,807 long tons im- 
ported in April, 1938. This As- 
sociation estimates total domestic 
stocks of crude rubber on hand 
April 30 at 190,896 long tons, 
which compares with Mar. 31 
stocks of 205,936 (revised) long 
tons and 303,901 (revised) long 
tons on hand April 30, 1938. 
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The Sixth Edition of Our Famous 


Review and Reference Book will be 
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3 PRINTED ON COATED 
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Mailed to all subscribers the last week in June 
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3S Be sure your company and your product are represented 
in this important issue that lasts a full 12 months. 
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than in the first six months last year! 


The big swing to Studebaker has started...get on the bandwagon now! 


OVING UP, week by week, to a 

stronger, sounder position in the 

automotive industry. ..that’s the Stude- 
baker record to date for 1939! 

In the first twenty-two states report- 
ing for April, Studebaker moves up to 
eighth place in registrations—first full 
production month of the new Stude- 
baker Champion. 

In a number of cities, Studebaker is 
in second to sixth place for April. And 
the parade has just begun! 

Watch Studebaker go steadily on- 
ward—in your community and in 
every other community throughout the 
nation—from now on! 

Studebaker has the winning formula 
for successand profits for you in its fast- 
selling new quality car in the lowest 
price field—the money-saving new 
Studebaker Champion Six. 

Get the full story of the Studebaker fran- 


Studebaker Sales 


SOAR! 


More Studebakers were sold in March 
and April this year 


chise opportunity in your territory now! 

You acquire the right to market the 
Studebaker Commander and President 
as well as Studebaker commercial cars 
and trucks, when you become the dis- 
tributor or dealer for the new Stude- 
baker Champion. 

And you retain your full independ- 
ence when you sign up with Studebaker 
—the Great Independent. No intru- 
sive factory interference penalizes your 
profits or progress! 

Write me today or tear out and mail 
the coupon attached, if more convenient. 

March on with Studebaker... Stude- 
baker is rewriting motor car history 
this year! 


THE STUDEBAKER CORPORATION 
SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 


STUDEBAKER... 


... America’s Friendliest Factory 
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World’s newest and finest 
lowest price car 


6060 


and up, completely equipped 
at factory, South Bend, Indiana 
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PAUL G. HOFFMAN, President ! 
: The Studebaker Corporation, South Bend, Indiana; 


Please tell me what the Studebaker Champion can 
‘ mean to me in increased opportunity and profits. 
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